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In like manner, when the people sinned against Moses and
against God, they transgressed in a realm which had not come un-
der their jurisdiction, for the sovereignty of the sword did not reach
that far. So whenever the people sinned in this area, the punish-
ment came by God’s departing from them and leaving them ex-
posed to the surrounding perils.

Consider the rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. It was
specifically a challenge to God’s appointment of Moses, as was the
protest of Miriam and Aaron and Israel’s miserable complaints of
which the following is typical: “And the people spoke against God
and against Moses: ‘Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to
die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our
soul loaths this worthless bread.’ ” Numbers 21:5. All of these were

The Camp of the Israelits has been in perfect order.
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in the same category. They were outside the jurisdiction taken over
by the people when they took up the sword. Therefore, God was
free and unhampered in dealing with these problems. In every
such case He worked in the same way. Korah and his supporters
were swallowed up by the earthquake, Miriam was afflicted with
leprosy, and Israel suffered from plagues and the invasion of fiery
serpents.

The same principle applies in the case of David. When he com-
mitted adultery and murdered the husband to cover up the sin, he
would have been stoned to death had he been an ordinary citizen.
But the people had made him a king like the kings around him.
This placed him above manmade law, for the kings of those days
were exempt from obedience to that law. Therefore, he was outside
the domain in which the people had taken authority to themselves,
so they were not able to punish him for his crimes. He was thus
placed in a position where his sin had separated him from God’s
protection. The troubles which overtook him were the direct out-
working of his departure from the paths of rectitude.

Thus, each situation in the camp was met in the way appropri-
ate to it. When the people sinned within the area taken over by
them when they acquired swords, they had to administer the pun-
ishment to assure their continued protection. God’s work was lim-
ited under these circumstances to offering them the counsel He was
so capable of giving, whereby they would be delivered from the
worst effects of their chosen order.

When they sinned outside this area of jurisdiction, the matter
could not be settled by them for they had neither right nor power
to deal with it. All God could do was to accept their insistence that
He separate from them and they were thus left exposed to the per-
ils continually threatening them. God did not depart from them
prompted by a hurt or revengeful spirit. It was with infinite sorrow
and only with the greatest reluctance when every saving effort had
been rejected, that God accepted the necessity to withdraw. A care-
ful study of the various incidents confirms that with the utmost
consistency, God dealt with each situation according to its nature.
How the Israelites perished depended on whether they fell into the
hands of their own established governmental system, or whether
they sinned outside of that and fell under the powers of nature re-
leased from God’s control and direction.

The question of God’s methods of dealing with such problems as
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the worshiping of the golden calf, has now been thoroughly ex-
plored. It is thus made evident that, when rightly understood, the
Old Testament records do not reveal a different God from the One
portrayed by Christ during His earthly sojourn. “Hear, O Israel:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one.” Deuteronomy 6:4.

He is not divided; He does not show one face in the Old Testa-
ment and another in the New. There is no inconsistency with Him,
nor does He at any time or under any circumstances, resort to force
or compulsion to resolve any difficulty whatsoever. He is the Sav-
iour while Satan is the destroyer. When men perish, it is only be-
cause they have rejected His saving efforts and have accordingly
placed themselves under the devil’s dominion and power.

Indeed, the Lord our God is one Lord, but tragically, He has been
sadly misunderstood and His actions grossly misinterpreted, both
in the Old Testament days and through the intervening ages.



CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE

The Wars Of Israel

It would seem unnecessary now to discuss the wars of Israel aft-
er the considerations thus far given to God’s methods in situations
where men had taken God’s work into their own hands. The truth
of God’s relationship to Israel in these things should now be self-ev-
ident. However, some may find it difficult to make the connection,
so space will be given to the problem.

The fact that Israel went to war and slaughtered their enemies,
oft-times to the last man, woman, child, sheep, goat, ox, ass, and all
other living things, is not the real problem. That arises when God
“commanded” they do it. When they did, they received His approv-
al, but when they did not, He reproved them strongly. For instance,
when Saul did not utterly destroy the Amalekites, he received a very
severe rebuke from God through the prophet, Samuel.

Whenever a conscientious objector to military service stands be-
fore a magistrate, and declares that he will not kill because of the
law of God, the questions put to him always include references to
the wars of Israel. Not only did Israel provide trouble for themselves
by taking up the sword; they have made trouble for God’s children
right down to the end of time.

Such problems only exist for those who do not understand God’s
character and work. For those who do, the history of ancient Israel
in their fightings provides strong proof for conscientious objection
to military service.

Despite the Lord’s clear instructions, supported and illustrated
by frequent demonstrations of His way of doing things, the Israe-
lites showed a persisting disposition to take matters more and more
into their own hands, thereby denying the manifestations of God’s
character and ways.

It all began when they took the sword after crossing the Red Sea.
Between that time and their arrival at Kadesh-barnea in readiness
for the border crossing, there had not been a great deal of bloodshed.
The two most notable incidents were the battle with the Amalek-
ites, and the slaughter of the golden calf worshipers.

Yet God had never intended that they should gain the land of
promise through the use of the sword. He told them how it would be
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done and assured them that He would do it, not they. Long before
they reached the promised land, it was all spelled out.

“I will send My fear before you, I will cause confusion among all
the people to whom you come, and will make all your enemies turn
their backs to you. And I will send hornets before you, which shall
drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before
you. I will not drive them out from before you in one year, lest the
land become desolate and the beast of the field become too numer-
ous for you. Little by little I will drive them out from before you,
until you have increased, and you inherit the land. And I will set
your bounds from the Red Sea to the Sea of the Philistines, and
from the desert to the River. For I will deliver the inhabitants of
the land into your hand, and you shall drive them out before you.”
Exodus 23:27-31.

Thus the Lord emphasized that He would drive out the inhabit-
ants of the land. Earlier, we have found that such expressions must
be understood differently when describing God’s actions from when
they describe men’s actions. Therefore, God’s driving them out
would not have been by His using compelling power. Rather, as He
came to them with His offerings of love, their resistance to and re-
jection of these, would place them outside God’s protective circle
leaving nothing to save them from the destructive forces in the
hands of the destroyer.

Unfortunately, we do not see the fulfillment of God’s promise, so
we do not have the exact picture of what God would have done. This
is not because there was any weakness in the promise, but because
the people did not believe God’s word and were not prepared to let
Him do what He had promised. They decided that this was some-
thing they could not leave to God. They must do it themselves.

This spirit really came to the fore when they reached Kadesh-bar-
nea. God’s plan was to fulfill His promise to lead them directly into
the land. Accordingly, as recalled by Moses, God told them to go on
in under His leadership and possess it. Here are Moses’ words as he
reminded their children of the event.

“So we departed from Horeb, and went through all that great
and terrible wilderness which you saw on the way to the mountains
of the Amorites, as the Lord our God had commanded us. Then we
came to Kadesh Barnea. And I said to you, ‘You have come to the
mountains of the Amorites, which the Lord our God is giving us.
Look, the Lord your God has set the land before you; go up and pos-
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sess it, as the Lord God of your fathers has spoken to you; do not
fear or be discouraged.’ ” Deuteronomy 1:19-21.

Had they had the spirit of trust in and submission to the Lord of
heaven, they would have responded by following without doubt or
question where the Lord led. The inhabitants of the land would
have fearfully retreated or would have attacked them with a rash-
ness born of desperation. Such an action would have been one of
complete and final defiance against heaven, whereby their separa-
tion from God would have been so total as to remove all divine pro-
tection from them. Speedily they would have perished as did the
Egyptians, Korah and his company, or the Israelites themselves
when a plague broke out among them.

But the Jews did not trust God, as is evident from their response
to His directions. Here is their answer:

“And everyone of you came near to me, and said, ‘Let us send
men before us, and let them search out the land us, and bring back
word to us of the way by which we should go up, and of the cities
into which we shall come.’ ” Verse 22.

Here indeed was the substitution of man in place of God. Divine
leadership was discarded in favor of the human.

How did God react to such a development? Was He offended? Did
He demand His rights, insisting they do it His way?

Not for one moment. If that was the way they chose to go, then
all He could do was respect their choice and bless them as far as
remained possible, in their execution of it.

“Eleven days after leaving Mount Horeb, the Hebrew host en-
camped at Kadesh, in the wilderness of Paran, which was not far
from the borders of the promised land. Here it was proposed by the
people that spies be sent up to survey the country. The matter was
presented before the Lord by Moses, and permission was granted,
with the direction that one of the rulers of each tribe should be se-
lected for this purpose. The men were chosen as had been directed,
and Moses bade them go and see the country, what it was, its situ-
ation and natural advantages; and the people that dwelt therein,
whether they were strong or weak, few or many; also to observe the
nature of the soil and its productiveness, and to bring of the fruit
of the land.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 387.

Thus it was that “the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
“ ‘Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to

the children of Israel; from each tribe of their fathers you shall
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send a man, every one a leader among them. So Moses sent them
from the Wilderness of Paran according to the commandment of the
Lord, all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel.”
Numbers 13:1-3.

If the reference in Numbers was read without considering the oth-
er statements, it would appear that the whole idea was from God.
But it was from the people, contrary to God’s plans. Yet it declares
that Moses, by the commandment of the Lord, sent the twelve men.
When the word, “commandment,” is used in connection with human
behavior, it indicates an authoritative statement which is given to
be obeyed, irrespective of whether the recipient likes it or not. It be-
comes clear however, that when used by the Lord, it is more in the
form of instruction or counsel with the choice of whether they will or
will not obey being left with the people.

Thus the people took over their own leadership from God’s hands.
This was a further step in the wrong direction. Taking the sword had
given them their own government in place of God’s, but they had still
followed that pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. The
time had now come when their self-confidence and their correspond-
ing lack of faith in God led them to reject even that leadership. God
was not offended. He behaved with perfect consistency. He had ever
given them the liberty to choose whether they would leave Him to
do His work while they did theirs.

If they wanted to send men in before them, they were free to do
so. Of course, the situation could be worsened if poorly-suited men
were to go. Once again, in His love for them, He gave directions
which they were prepared to obey—that responsible men should be
elected for the task.

But what a disaster it proved to be. It was a mistake which pre-
vented that entire generation from entering the wonderland of
promise. During the following forty years, everyone who had been
twenty years old and above at the time, was to die in the wilderness,
except, of course, for Caleb, Joshua, and members of the unnum-
bered tribe of Levi.

When they did finally follow the Lord into the land of Canaan, they
did not send twelve spies first. It is true that Joshua sent out two
spies, but the basis of their being sent was completely different from
that of the previous experience. It had to be different for, whereas the
people forty years before had placed their faith in themselves, Josh-
ua had no confidence in himself. He placed his entire trust in God.
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“Joshua was a wise general because God was his guide.” “This was
the secret of Joshua’s victory. He made God his Guide.” SDA Bible
Commentary 2:993.

Whereas the people called for the spies to go forth at Kadesh-bar-
nea, no such call came from them at Gilgal. This was from Joshua
and it was not motivated from any distrust in the Lord’s leading. It
is much more likely that the Spirit of God directed him to do it for
the salvation of Rahab and her family. It gave her the opportunity to
recognize God’s power as being supreme and to demonstrate her
faith in that power by hiding the two men successfully. As a wonder-
ful reward for that faith, she was accorded the high honor of being a
mother in the direct line of the promised Messiah.

In sending those spies into the city, God demonstrated His char-
acter of wonderful, saving love. Inasmuch as Joshua had made the
Lord his guide, then it was God who had chosen to send the men in.
He knew the heart of that woman and her household. He knew that
she would respond to His call of salvation, but she was imprisoned
within the walls of Jericho and by no means could she go out to the
Israelites. Therefore, the Lord sent those two men to her. She re-
sponded to the divinely provided opportunity and showed where her
faith was. Thus she became known to the Israelites so that, when
the city was destroyed, she survived and was rescued.

Thus far we have traced Israel’s persistent tendency to replace
the Lord’s leadership and management with their own. It is now to
be shown that God, with loving regard for His erring people, was
trying to bring them back to the only safe path. That would involve
laying down their swords, thus giving God His rightful place as
Guide, Protector, and Provider for His people. Then they would not
need to fight, to break the law, and to stand sadly by the graves of
those slain in battle.

When Israel crossed the Red Sea, they had behind them evidence
after evidence that they never needed to take up the sword and that
God never planned that they should. But they failed their test com-
pletely. As has been clearly shown from the annals of Bible history,
the Lord did not abandon them, but sought to bring them back to the
only safe and correct way.

As they crossed the Jordan and marched on to Jericho, the Lord
spoke to them once more in a mighty demonstration designed to re-
veal His full capacity to fulfill His promises to give them the land. It
was a hopeful attempt to so establish their faith in Him, that they
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would abandon all confidence in self, lay down the sword, and per-
mit God to do His work in His own way. It was a reiteration of the
same lessons which God had sought to teach their fathers as they
left the land of Egypt.

As the waters of the Red Sea were opened to them by the mirac-
ulous power of God, so were the flooded waves of Jordan rolled back
to make a safe path for the people. As the Egyptians had been pre-
vented from coming near, so, in that crossing, the Canaanites made
no approach to them. Yet, from the military point of view, it would
have been an excellent time to attack. With half of Israel on one side
and half on the other, their forces were divided. The enemy could
have speedily reduced their army portion by portion. But they did
not come near them.

Then the Lord commissioned the Israelites to march around that
city once per day till the seventh day when they were to march
around it seven times. Then the massive walls came crashing down.

It should have been enough. They had the mighty promises of
God; they had the multiplied lessons of the past which are at all
times easier to read and understand than those of the present; they
had God’s clear instructions that the land was not to be taken by war-
fare; and now, once more, they had a personal demonstration of God’s
tremendous power doing His promised work.

God gave them specific instructions for taking the city. In this He
had a purpose. Desiring to deliver them from their own self-destruc-
tive ways, He organized an exercise in faith designed to develop in
them the sense of utter distrust in human power and planning on
one hand and of total committal to God’s leadership and instruction
on the other. God had no disposition to assert His personal leader-
ship of those people, for there is no seeking for self-exaltation with
Him. He knew that for them it was the only successful way. Any al-
ternative could only result in their loss and eventual destruction.
The confirmation that it would is provided in their subsequent his-
tory, when, by choosing the wrong course, they did suffer the worst
consequences.

“ ‘By faith the walls of Jericho fell down.’ The Captain of the Lord’s
host communicated only with Joshua; He did not reveal Himself to
all the congregation, and it rested with them to believe or doubt the
words of Joshua, to obey the commands given by him in the name of
the Lord, or to deny his authority. They could not see the host of an-
gels who attended them under the leadership of the Son of God. They
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might have reasoned: ‘What unmeaning movements are these, and
how ridiculous the performance of marching daily around the walls
of the city, blowing trumpets of rams’ horns. This can have no effect
upon those towering fortifications.’ But the very plan of continuing
this ceremony through so long a time prior to the final overthrow of
the walls, afforded opportunity for the development of faith among
the Israelites. It was to be impressed upon their minds that their
strength was not in the wisdom of man, nor in his might, but only in
the God of their salvation. They were thus to become accustomed to
relying wholly upon their divine Leader.

“God will do great things for those who trust in Him. The reason
why His professed people have no greater strength, is that they trust
so much to their own wisdom, and do not give the Lord an opportu-
nity to reveal His power in their behalf. He will help His believing
children in every emergency, if they will place their entire confidence
in Him, and faithfully obey Him.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 493.

Thus God’s whole design in this adventure was to call them back
to a nonbelligerent status. Through this means, “It was to be im-
pressed upon their minds that their strength was not in the wisdom
of man, nor in his might, but only in the God of their salvation. They
were thus to become accustomed to relying wholly upon their divine
leader.” Patriarchs and Prophets, 493.

Indeed, it should have been enough.
Right there and then, they ought to have stripped off their armor,

laid it in a great heap, confessed the sovereignty of God and ex-
pressed their complete trust in Him to give them the land He had
promised in the way He had said He would.

But they did not do it. They rushed into the city and soon their
swords were dripping with the shed blood of men, women, and chil-
dren. What a terrible, scarring effect that must have had upon their
souls! Such a work could not lift a man nearer to God. It would tend
to brutalize him, to make him callous of life, and benumbed to the
finest, most uplifting attributes of the divine character. With in-
creasing clarity it must be seen that such actions on the people’s part
were never intended by God.1

1 There are some statements in regard to the overthrow of the walls of
Jericho which make it appear that God was a direct destroyer in this case.
We will pass over them in this chapter but will take them up later when
other difficult statements are discussed. See chapter thirty-five “Difficult
Statements”.
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But against every effort and good intention by God, those people
did not see the implications of clinging to the sword which their fa-
thers had taken up. They could not feel secure without it. They de-
pended upon it to protect them from their enemies. They would
care for their own protection with the help of the Lord. Thus they
basically made this their own work and responsibility while God
was simply left as a helper in the situation.

They had taken the sword from their fathers and they would
cling to it. As surely as they did, they came under the inexorable
law which declares that all who take the sword will as surely per-
ish by the sword. Their after-history gives the clearest vindication
to this principle.

It may be argued that it was not taking the sword but their loss
of faith in God which occasioned their destruction as a nation, for
whenever they, with the sword in their hands, put their trust in the
Lord, they were victorious. This is true, but what has to be seen is
that the act of taking the sword was the fruit of their loss of faith
in God. Only a people who did not wholly and totally trust God to
be their protector, would take the sword. That first downward step
into unbelief must inevitably be followed by others, especially as
the practice of warfare would brutalize the warrior and make him
still less receptive to the call and ways of God.

It was Jesus who declared that they who take the sword will per-
ish by the sword and those words are true. Israel took the sword
and they perished in the same way. There is not a nation on the
face of the earth which has taken the weapons of force without per-
ishing by them. This is the record of history. It is a witness which
tells existing nations that the same fate is to be theirs.

The Israelites at Jericho came to a point of decision, a crossroads.
The choice made there would determine how the conquest of Ca-
naan would be achieved. If they had chosen to divest themselves of
the implements of war and to pledge to obey all God’s command-
ments including the one which says, “Thou shalt not kill,” then the
Lord would have been free to give them the land according to His
ways and methods.

But if they should choose to retain the instruments of bloodshed,
then the conquest must be made by them. The choice was entirely
theirs. God could and did put forth great effort and power to per-
suade them of the right way, but He could not and did not compel
them to follow it.
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Tragically, they made the wrong choice—the one which was the
fruit of unbelief. Consequently, they sallied forth to meet their foes
with the sword in their own hands. Palestine was not conquered in
harmony with God’s principles but according to man’s. Because
they still retained His presence and leadership in some parts of
their lives, a measure of His power remained among them so that
they were the victorious armies. Apart from that, all He could do
was to give them instructions for conducting the war mercifully.
There was to be no torturing of their victims, and they were to oblit-
erate those nations as thoroughly as it would have been done if they
had left the whole matter in God’s hands.

Thus far in Israel’s history, we have seen a number of incidents
in every one of which, to a larger or lesser extent, the Israelites
chose to go the way of unbelief. There was that persistent tenden-
cy to cast off God’s leadership and ways, and to substitute their
own.

Bad as those choices in the past had been, a worse step was yet
to be taken. It was when the people came to Samuel and asked him
to ask God to give them a king. This king was to judge them like
all the nations. The people insisted on this, saying:

“No, but we will have a king over us, that we also may be like all
the nations, and that our king may judge us and go out before us
and fight our battles.” 1 Samuel 8:19, 20.

Again the people were making decisions, and again God must re-
late Himself to them in their decision-making. With unvarying con-
sistency He did here what He had done in every other such situa-
tion. He gave them full liberty to make that choice. He made no
moves to forcibly stop them. All He did was to outline in vivid terms
what they were bringing upon themselves, but when, after that
revelation of horror, they still stood by their decision, He gave them
what they wanted.

God did not threaten them with personal punishments if they
rejected Him. A careful reading of 1 Samuel 8:6-18, will show that
the Lord outlined only the results of their taking that course. He
told them that the king would do terrible things until they would
wish that they had never taken the king to rule them.

“And he said, ‘This will be the behavior of the king who will
reign over you: He will take your sons and appoint them for his
own chariots and to be his horsemen, and some will run before his
chariots. He will appoint captains over his thousands and captains
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over his fifties, will set some to plow his ground and reap his har-
vest, and some to make his weapons of war and equipment for his
chariots. He will take your daughters to be perfumers, cooks, bak-
ers. And he will take the best of your fields, your vineyards, and
your olive groves, and give them to his servants. He will take a
tenth of your grain and your vintage, and give it to his officers and
servants.’ ” 1 Samuel 8:11-15.

This is the description of a heavy oppression indeed. The king
would build up a court of great luxury and ease for himself, but it was
the people who would be paying the accounts. Taxation would become
increasingly severe until the people were poverty-stricken by it. All
this did come to pass, but not by the imposition of God. They had
brought it on themselves by their own waywardness.

The decision made there in Samuel’s day was a duplication of the
step taken at Kadesh-barnea. It was a direct and specific replacement
of the Lord as their leader, with men. In the first case, it had been a
committee of twelve men, while, in the second, it was with the king.
In both cases, it led to disastrous consequences. In the first, it led to
their being unable to enter the promised land and thus being forced
to wander for forty years in the wilderness.

In the second case, it was followed by still further departures from
God. Soon, they were not only looking to man as their leader, but,
worse still, to gods of wood and stone, brass, gold, and silver. The fu-
tility of such gods was demonstrated as they became the slaves of
their enemies, captives in the land of Babylon.

But they would never learn. They persisted in their determination
to rule themselves and go their own way until, in the end, they cried
out their total rejection of God and His ways in these words, “We have
no king but Caesar!” John 19:15. This was the final step in that long,
long road of persistent and determined substitution of God’s ways
with men’s. They had finally stepped outside the circle of God’s pres-
ence and protection. The fearful consequences were delayed only for
the sake of those who, like Rahab in Jericho, were still open to hear
the voice of entreaty and love. That accomplished, the destruction of
the city, the temple, and the nation, was no longer preventable.

The history of that unfortunate nation, rightly understood, places
God in His true light. Whereas there has been the tendency in the
past to see Him as being in total control of that nation so that what
they did was the expression of His character and will, it becomes very
evident that this was not so. Rather, they had stubbornly refused to
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allow Him His full and rightful place in their community. They had
substituted their way in place of His way so that what they did in the
slaughter of the wicked was anything but the expression of His char-
acter and methods.

Once they took these affairs under their own control, God could
have left them to themselves to reap all the bitter consequences. But
His infinite love would not allow it. Instead, it moved Him to do ev-
ery saving work of love which was still possible. It is to be deeply re-
gretted that this ministry has been as misunderstood as the effort of
the father to save his boy from becoming a cruel hunter.

The pure actions of unspeakable love have been seen as the reve-
lations of a destroyer.

By choosing a king in the place of God
the people chose their own bondage.



CHAPTER THIRTY-FOUR

An Eye For An Eye

An invaluable key to the problem of Israel’s use of the sword ac-
cording to God’s instruction, is provided in God’s directions to Isra-
el to exact only one eye for an eye, one tooth for a tooth, and one life
for a life. This counsel was given shortly after the proclamation of
the law from Mount Sinai and is recorded in Exodus 21:22-25.

“If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives
birth prematurely, yet no lasting harm follows, he shall surely be
punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and
he shall pay as the judges determine. But if any lasting harm fol-
lows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth,
hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe
for stripe.”

This was the instruction of God to Israel. It was He who gave
these directions of how they should deal with these offenses. This
is verified by going back to Exodus 20:22, where the sequence of
verses containing all these instructions begins with the words,
“Then the Lord said to Moses . . .” Specifically, the Lord who spoke
back there was Jesus Christ. He was the God who appeared unto
Moses and proclaimed the precepts of the decalogue to them.

“It was Christ who, amid thunder and flame, had proclaimed the
law upon Mount Sinai.” Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing, 175.

Therefore, it was Christ who told them to exact an eye for an eye
and a tooth for a tooth.

Yet when He came to this earth, He repudiated these words as
any guideline for the kingdom which He had come to establish. He
did this at His first great sermon to a large convocation of people.
They had assembled on the mountain expecting to hear His pro-
nouncements of the nature of the kingdom He had come to estab-
lish. At the very outset, He warned them that He had not come to
do away with the law. He said, “. . . I did not come to destroy but to
fulfill. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and earth pass away,
one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is
fulfilled. Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these com-
mandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the king-
dom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be
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called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say to you, that un-
less your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes
and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heav-
en.” Matthew 5:17-20.

Having asserted that He had not come to do away with the law,
He then appeared to do just that. In the Old Testament He had said
to them, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,” but now He
says:

“ ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth.” But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoev-
er slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If any-
one wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your
cloak also. And whoever compels you to go one mile, go with him
two. Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to borrow
from you do not turn away. You have heard that it was said, “You
shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you,
love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute
you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes
His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just
and on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward
have you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? And if you
greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? Therefore you shall be perfect,
just as your Father in heaven is perfect.’ ” Matthew 5:38-48.

Ever since these instructions had been delivered to Israel from
Mt. Sinai, they had mistakenly regarded them as being exactly
what God, in His heart, had planned for them. Like so many mil-
lions since, they had shown a sad ignorance of what God’s right-
eousness really is. They did not understand that these instructions
were not the expression of His principles, but merely an improved
version of their own chosen course.

God delivered such counsels only to those whose unbelief had
caused them to depart from the pathway of faith, to self-protection
dependent upon their utilizing the instruments of coercion. It was
out of loving consideration for the victims of those in power, that
He admonished them to limit the exaction of their ideas of justice
to one eye for an eye and one tooth for a tooth. Well He knew how
the spirit of revenge would not leave them content to impose a pun-
ishment equal to the offense committed. Their disposition would
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demand many eyes for an eye and many teeth for one tooth. This
would place them at the opposite end of the scale from God, but in
between, there was a situation which, though it still could not be
God’s perfect plan, was considerably better than the one where they
were left to their own devices.

The three positions were as follows:
Firstly, there is God’s perfect way. This Jesus lived and taught.

It calls upon the manifestation of that love which never retaliates,
always turns the other cheek, goes the second mile, loves all ene-
mies, and does good to those who do evil. The weapons of force have
no use under these principles. This requires a real and abiding
faith in God to successfully operate. The children of Israel lacked
that faith and discarded these ideas as impracticable and danger-
ous. They were, in short, foolishness to them. They would not see
how survival was possible under these conditions.

At the other end of the scale is the behavior of those who have
no regard for God and consequently pay no heed to His counsels.
They are ruthless, cruel, and revengeful. They torture their ene-
mies, extracting the utmost suffering to satisfy their revengeful
passions. The death camps of Germany during the second world
war, Auschwitz, Dachau, and Belsen, were demonstrations of this
kind of spirit. Tremendous privation and suffering was experienced
by those who fell into the terrible hands of the Third Reich. It was
impossible for God to save them from this because the powers that
were then, had no disposition to obey God in anything.

The intermediate situation operates because of two things.
Firstly there is God’s compassion for the oppressed, leading Him to
seek to minimize as far as possible their suffering and loss. Second-
ly, those who are doing the destroying are willing to obey Him in
this thing at least. So throughout the world, those nations and in-
dividuals who do respect God and profess to be His people, accept
and follow these counsels even though they do not have the faith
to trust Him implicitly as their Judge and Protector.

While Israel maintained some connection with God and was pre-
pared to obey Him at least in some things, they did operate the
principle of one eye for an eye and one tooth for a tooth. But when
they departed from the Lord still further, then, to whatever extent
they drifted, they also abandoned this principle.

Today, Israel has no further regard for these principles. Long ago
they turned their backs on God when they declared they would
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have no king but Caesar. Over the past few decades they have been
involved in contentions and wars of survival with their Arab neigh-
bors. More than once they have been hit by their enemies and have
struck back with ruthless ferocity. Early in November, 1977, they
had been troubled by terrorist incursions from Lebanon. Arming
their warplanes, they struck with unrestrained fury across the bor-
der, killing soldiers and civilians—men, women, and little children.

There was a world outcry against this savagery. Israel protest-
ed that they had struck only military targets but found it difficult
to maintain this claim in the light of photographs and reports re-
ceived from the affected area. They certainly gave back much more
than they had received which is not the principle of one eye for an
eye and one tooth for a tooth.

The picture on the next page tells the story very graphically. This
is exactly what the Lord was seeking to save them and their ene-
mies from when they took up the weapons of destruction. Well
would it be for the Lebanese if Israel was still governed by these
principles at least. But how much better for both Israel and Leba-
non if the Israelites were obedient to the principle of love for your
enemies and returning good for evil, which Christ laid down in the
sermon on the mount.

Thus there are three ways of relating to the problems around us;
of dealing with those who hurt us and would do us injury.

Firstly there is God’s way which does not use force to put down
rebellion, has no retaliation, no exacting of retributions, no vio-
lence, no use of the sword, and therefore no killing.

There is only the perfect keeping of the law, the return of good
for evil, going the second mile, and the unending effort to save those
who are slipping toward the abyss of ruin. It is all summed up in
the unchanging and unchangeable expression of infinite love. It is
the work of the Saviour and Restorer, never that of the destroyer.

Christ outlined this way in the sermon on the mount, and then
identified this alone as being God’s pattern of behavior by advising
that those who did likewise would be like His Father who is in
heaven.

The third and worst way is man left entirely to himself. In this
way the system is to love those who love you but to hit as hard
as you can, those who first hurt you; to return multiplied evil for
evil; to destroy your enemy as cruelly and as revengefully as pos-
sible; and to make sure that he adequately pays for the hurt he
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has administered to you. The objective is to hit him much hard-
er than he hit you, to convince him permanently that it would be
suicidal to launch any further assaults against you. Thus each
seeks to guarantee his own security by the rule of fear.

When God was not able to hold them safely in the first, then He
worked to save them from this last and worst. This is why the sec-
ond or middle situation exists. What God is really saying in this sit-
uation is this. “Very well, you have made your decision to take the
sword and thereby depart from My ways. I cannot change your de-
cision. You made it and it stands. But I can save you from the worst
effects of that choice if you will accept and respect the advice I now
give you. Do not be wanton and revengeful killers. Exact only an
equal payment for what has been taken from you. Let there be no

Many eyes for an eye, many teeth for a tooth!
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more than one eye for one eye, and one tooth for one tooth. Mean-
while, I will ever seek to win you back to the way of faith and obe-
dience, back to the pathway where there is no killing or revenge
but only the manifestation of My character of love.”

If the relationship between these three ways can be clearly dis-
cerned, and if it can be recognized that only the first of them is
God’s way, then it will be seen that there is not a single story in the
Old Testament to prove that God destroys. Satan destroys and man
destroys but never God. He is the Saviour who is only working to
restore and to heal. He knows no other work than that. The whole
history of His dealings with ancient Israel, rightly understood, tes-
tifies to this.



CHAPTER THIRTY-FIVE

Difficult Statements

The great truths of the Bible are not established by collecting
a series of statements. They are built on solid foundational prin-
ciples. Once these are ascertained, the superstructure can be ac-
curately and safely constructed. When searching out the truth of
God’s character, the guiding principles are found in the nature of
His government, the purpose of the law, Christ’s revelation of His
Father, and the role of the cross as the expression of God’s meth-
ods of dealing with the unrepenting sinner. The mighty witness-
es of God contained in these, are more than sufficient to certify
the loving, merciful, righteous, and just character of God. They ef-
fectively prove that He does not stand as an executioner toward
the rejecters of His mercy.

But, as with every other Bible topic, certain statements seem
to utterly contradict the witnesses mentioned above. These con-
stitute a serious problem to many, who cannot feel at rest with the
message until every statement has been explained. This is an un-
fortunate attitude to hold, as living faith does not wait till every
problem has been solved before grasping precious truths.

To my mind, the life and teachings of Christ are the final, com-
prehensive declaration of what God is and does. His manifesta-
tion of the Father is so bright, so clear, and so total, that, for me,
nothing more is needed. Therefore, it is the standard by which ev-
ery argument about the Father’s character is tested. If the argu-
ment presented cannot find support in Jesus Christ, then, no mat-
ter how logical it may seem to be, or how convincing it may ap-
pear, I reject it entirely, even though I may have no explanation
for it as yet. My faith grasps the reality of Christ’s mission as the
outshining of the Father’s countenance. I believe that God sent
His Son into the world for the express purpose of penetrating the
mists of error and delusion which Satan had cast around His char-
acter of righteousness. The confirmation of that faith is expressed
in the resolution to accept nothing about God except that which
is in total agreement with the witness of the Father attested to
by His Son.

474
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Therefore, if anyone wishes to successfully convince me that
God destroyed the sinner, offering as evidence the overthrow of
Sodom and Gomorrah, or any other punishments of the Old Tes-
tament era, then he must be able to bring proof that Christ, dur-
ing His earthly mission, did the same thing. It is so impossible to
do this that those who cling to the erroneous view that God does
execute the sinner, claim that the revelation of God as given by
Christ is only a partial manifestation of the Father which omits
the sterner roles of judge and executioner. Texts and statements
quoted earlier expose this as fallacious thinking, for the manifes-
tation of God as given by Christ was as complete as Christ, the su-
perlative One, could make it. Nothing was overlooked or omitted.

No stand is taken here that there are two different revelations
of God, the one given in Old Testament times versus that given
by Christ. Not a single contradiction exists in the Word of God.
There are no statements, rightly understood, which contradict
the eternal principles of truth. On the contrary, when compre-
hended, they move from a position of apparent denial of the eter-
nal verities, to one of mighty endorsement. Thus the true Bible
student is not afraid of difficult statements. He may have to ad-
mit for the moment, that their true meaning eludes him, but he
knows that it will not be for long, as the teaching Holy Spirit leads
each trusting student along the glorious corridors of unfolding
light.

Not every statement that can be presented has as yet been re-
solved. There remains one or two for which the correct under-
standing is still pending, but the Lord will make them clear in
time. The fact that they cannot be explained just yet is no cause
for fear or doubt. There is more than sufficient evidence in the
great principles to establish beyond doubt, the truth of God’s
character.

But most have been unraveled and, for the help of those still
struggling with some of them, an examination of the most com-
monly quoted will be undertaken. No attempt must be made to
twist the statements to fit a desired conclusion. They must be ex-
amined to see exactly what they say and, just as importantly,
what they do not say. All too often, the problem of interpretation
lies in a tendency to assume that a statement infers something it
does not. If this inference can be cleared away, the words will then
be left free to say what they were intended to.
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The Same Powers

What I would rate as the most difficult is the one which reads:
“A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians, and

filled the land with mourning. When David offended against God
by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruc-
tion by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power
exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by
evil angels when He permits. There are forces now ready, and on-
ly waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.”
The Great Controversy, 614.

The portion of this statement causing the most difficulty is this,
“The same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God
commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He permits.”

When a person does not have a clear grasp of the principles un-
derlying God’s character, it is easy to see how this statement could
leave him with the conviction that holy angels destroy exactly as
do evil angels. It would appear that the only difference is that ho-
ly angels destroy by God’s command while the evil do it with His
permission.

What happens is that everyone tends to read into this statement
more than it actually says. Here is what the statement does not say:

“The same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God
commands, will be exercised in the same way by evil angels when
He permits.”

These four words, “in the same way,” are not in the statement,
neither are they inferred there. Furthermore, every principle of
God’s character forbids their being there. Yet, despite multiplied
evidences to this effect, this is exactly what people read into the ref-
erence. They make no distinction between the work of God and of
Satan and therefore between the character of each. This is serious.

There is a decided contrast between the role of the good angels
and the evil ones. It is the heaven-appointed work of the righteous
angels to hold back the four winds of strife for as long as possible.
They only release them when God judges that any further remain-
ing on station will impose their presence where it is not desired.
There are many Scriptures which teach this.

“After these things I saw four angels standing on the four cor-
ners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the
wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree.”
Revelation 7:1.
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“There is a work yet to be done, and then the angels will be bid-
den to let go, that the four winds may blow upon the earth.” Testi-
monies for the Church 5:152.

“We are today under divine forbearance; but how long will the
angels of God continue to hold the winds, that they shall not blow? ”
Testimonies for the Church 6:426.

“Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, that they may not
blow until the world shall be warned of its coming doom; but a storm
is gathering, ready to burst upon the earth; and when God shall bid
His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no
pen can picture.” Education 179, 180.

“I saw four angels who had a work to do on the earth, and were on
their way to accomplish it. Jesus was clothed with priestly garments.
He gazed in pity on the remnant, then raised His hands, and with a
voice of deep pity cried, ‘My blood, Father, My blood, My blood, My
blood! ’ Then I saw an exceeding bright light come from God, who sat
upon the great white throne, and was shed all about Jesus. Then I
saw an angel with a commission from Jesus, swiftly flying to the four
angels who had a work to do on the earth, and waving something up
and down in his hand, and crying with a loud voice, ‘Hold! Hold!
Hold! Hold! until the servants of God are sealed in their foreheads.’

“I asked my accompanying angel the meaning of what I heard,
and what the four angels were about to do. He said to me that it was
God that restrained the powers, and that He gave His angels charge
over things on the earth; that the four angels had power from God
to hold the four winds, and that they were about to let them go; but
while their hands were loosening, and the four winds were about to
blow, the merciful eye of Jesus gazed on the remnant that were not
sealed, and He raised His hands to the Father and pleaded with
Him that He had spilled His blood for them. Then another angel was
commissioned to fly swiftly to the four angels, and bid them hold,
until the servants of God were sealed with the seal of the living God
in their foreheads.” Early Writings, 38.

“God keeps a reckoning with the nations. Not a sparrow falls to
the ground without His notice. Those who work evil toward their
fellow men, saying, How doth God know? will one day be called up-
on to meet long-deferred vengeance. In this age a more than com-
mon contempt is shown to God. Men have reached a point in inso-
lence and disobedience which shows that their cup of iniquity is
almost full. Many have well-nigh passed the boundary of mercy.
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Soon God will show that He is indeed the living God. He will say to
the angels, ‘No longer combat Satan in his efforts to destroy. Let him
work out his malignity upon the children of disobedience; for the cup
of their iniquity is full. They have advanced from one degree of wick-
edness to another, adding daily to their lawlessness. I will no longer
interfere to prevent the destroyer from doing his work.’” The Review
and Herald, September 17, 1901.

“Satan is the destroyer. God cannot bless those who refuse to be
faithful stewards. All He can do is to permit Satan to accomplish his
destroying work. We see calamities of every kind and in every degree
coming upon the earth, and why? The Lord’s restraining power is not
exercised. The world has disregarded the word of God. They live as
though there were no God. Like the inhabitants of the Noachic world,
they refuse to have any thought of God. Wickedness prevails to an
alarming extent, and the earth is ripe for the harvest.” Testimonies
for the Church 6:388, 389.

Every one of these statements confirms that the angels’ role is to
hold back those terrible powers which are only awaiting release to
destroy the earth and the heavens. Angels are righteous. They have
not instituted their ways in place of God’s. Accordingly, they do only
what the Lord would have them do. As surely as the God of heaven
never destroys by direct action, neither do the angels. Therefore, the
way in which they exercise those powers is by the withdrawal of their
restraint upon them. The released energies pass from an inactive
state into one of intense activity and consequently, of exercise.

This is the way in which the powers are brought into active exer-
cise by holy angels when God commands, but it is not the way evil
angels exercise them when God permits. Satan and his followers
have studied the secrets of the laboratories of nature and the turbu-
lent forces within man, until they know just how to activate them in-
to destructive intensities. Thus, while God’s angels are working to
hold back these fearful elements, Satan and his company are work-
ing in the opposite direction.

But, whether they are released into active exercise by the holy an-
gels, or manipulated by evil angels, they are the same powers. This
is the principal thought that the statement is intended to convey. It
does not discuss the way in which those powers are exercised. When
it is recognized that this is the subject matter of the statement, there
will be no problem in understanding it.

Far from proving that good angels, at God’s command, sally forth
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and execute the unrighteous, this statement, by emphasizing that it
is the same power in any case, verifies that they do not. If God un-
dertook the work of executioner, He would not bother to use anything
less than the greatest powers at His command. These certainly are
not those in nature and in man. They are the almighty forces with-
in Himself, forces so great that He merely has to speak and whole
worlds appear and, in turn, disappear. Therefore, if God was the de-
stroyer, it would not be the same powers as those used by the evil
angels who have nothing of themselves but are dependent on what
God has invested in nature and in man, to do their work of destruc-
tion. God does have almighty omnipotence and is not in any sense
dependent on the relatively puny potentials He has given to this
earth and its inhabitants. If these facts are kept in mind, then the
statement presents no problem.

Doing as He Pleases

Here is another statement which has been a problem to some.
“Moses commanded the men of war to destroy the women and

male children. Balaam had sold the children of Israel for a reward,
and he perished with the people whose favor he had obtained at the
sacrifice of twenty-four thousand of the Israelites. The Lord is re-
garded as cruel by many in requiring His people to make war with
other nations. They say that it is contrary to His benevolent char-
acter. But He Who made the world, and formed man to dwell upon
the earth, has unlimited control over all the works of His hands, and
it is His right to do as He pleases, and what He pleases with the
work of His hands. Man has no right to say to his Maker, Why do-
est Thou thus? There is no injustice in His character. He is the Rul-
er of the world, and a large portion of His subjects have rebelled
against His authority, and have trampled upon His law . . . He has
used His people as instruments of His wrath, to punish wicked na-
tions, who have vexed them, and seduced them into idolatry.” Spir-
itual Gifts 4A:50, 51.

The main message of this statement is a warning that mankind
is in no position to question the actions of God. If God does it, it is
right and just. This rightness is not just because God is the Creator,
but because His character is righteous and there is no injustice with
Him.

What troubles people though, is the part which reads: “But He
who made the world, and formed man to dwell upon the earth, has
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unlimited control over all the works of His hands, and it is His right
to do as He pleases, and what He pleases with the work of His
hands.”

No problem would exist here if it were not for the persistent
tendency of men to think of God as if He too, were a man. When
men have the power to do as they please and what they please, then
their behavior becomes dependent on how they feel on a given day
and what they want on that day. They do all things in reference to
their own likes and dislikes and not according to unvarying princi-
ples. This is the behavior pattern with which we are most familiar
and we tend to think of the unknown and unfamiliar in God as if it
were the same. So we see men sinning against God and His people.
Whereupon, we visualize God as being highly incensed and an-
gered by this so that it becomes His pleasure to exact a revenge
against those who have treated Him so shabbily.

But, unlike man, God is never motivated by feeling. He finds no
pleasure in unrighteousness in any form. Therefore, it does not
please Him to kill, to lie, to steal, to bear false witness, or to break
any other of the commandments which are the transcript of His
wondrous character. We need never fear then, that the Lord will
destroy us because He has the right to do “as He pleases, and what
He pleases.” On the other hand, if we become subject to a human
being with limitless power to do “what he pleases, and as he pleas-
es,” we can know that, unless we are able to serve that person to
his entire satisfaction all the time, sooner or later, we are doomed.

In other words, the statement must be understood in the light of
what it does please God to do, not in the light of what it would
please man to do if he were in the same position.

Those Walls of Jericho

There are a number of statements in respect to the overthrow of
the walls of Jericho, which, if understood in the way man natural-
ly understands such words, would mean that God and His angels
personally exercised the power of force to bring down those mighty
battlements.

“How easily the armies of heaven brought down the walls that
had seemed so formidable to the spies who brought the false report!
The word of God was the only weapon used. The Mighty One of Is-
rael had said: ‘I have given into thine hand Jericho.’ If a single war-
rior had brought his strength to bear against the walls, the glory
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of God would have been lessened and His will frustrated. But the
work was left to the Almighty; and had the foundation of the bat-
tlements been laid in the center of the earth, and their summits
reached the arch of heaven, the result would have been the same
when the Captain of the Lord’s host led His legions of angels to the
attack.” Testimonies for the Church 4:161, 162.

“The city of Jericho was devoted to the most extravagant idola-
try. The inhabitants were very wealthy, but all the riches that God
had given them they counted as the gift of their gods. They had
gold and silver in abundance; but, like the people before the Flood,
they were corrupt and blasphemous, and insulted and provoked
the God of heaven by their wicked works. God’s judgments were
awakened against Jericho. It was a stronghold. But the Captain
of the Lord’s host Himself came from heaven to lead the armies of
heaven in an attack upon the city. Angels of God laid hold of the
massive walls and brought them to the ground.” Testimonies for
the Church 3:264.

“The Lord marshaled His armies about the doomed city; no hu-
man hand was raised against it; the hosts of heaven overthrew its
walls, that God’s name alone might have the glory.” The Review and
Herald, March 15, 1887.

The most significant sentence in these statements is the one
which says: “Angels of God laid hold of the massive walls and
brought them to the ground.”

It would seem that these words allow only one interpretation
which is that the angels of God with Christ at their head, took
hold of those walls with their hands and literally threw them to
the ground. In doing so they did more than tear down buttresses
of stone. There were people on those high walls. See Patriarchs
and Prophets, 491. It would have been impossible for there not to
have been watchers, following every move the Israelites made.
Such a singular performance as was being carried out by them
could not help but command the attention and excite the curiosi-
ty of the people inside. No doubt the walls were crowded with peo-
ple. Furthermore, there were people who actually lived in the wall
as did Rahab who delivered the spies from her countrymen. See
Joshua 2:15.

It follows that if the angels did in fact throw down those walls as
we tend to understand those words as saying, then they took the
lives of a great number of people.
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If this is so, then we have finally found the long looked for ev-
idence to prove that God did change because of sin and did become
a destroyer of life. We have the proof that every principle gath-
ered together in this book is nullified, for God cannot err on a sin-
gle point. If Jesus, when He came to this earth, had by so much
as a thought made a concession to sin, then the devil would have
triumphed.

God had gone on record to say that He does not deal with the
sin problem by the use of physical force. He does not stand toward
the sinner as the executioner of the sentence against transgres-
sion, but He leaves the rejecters of His mercy to themselves to reap
that which they have sown. Compelling power is found only under
Satan’s government. God does not destroy. He destroys no man.
From His kingdom, every weapon of coercion is banished.

If the Lord were to violate those principles in just one situation,
it would be all that was necessary to give Satan the victory in the
great controversy. Therefore, our understanding of the principles
which govern God’s character compels us to look more deeply into
the problem in an endeavor to see in what sense the angels laid
hold of the walls and brought them to the ground.

However, if such a search for the moment at least, fails to bring
to light exactly what the angels did do, then we do not lose faith in
the great principles. We simply understand that this is but one of
the hooks left to hang our doubts on if we want to do such. God al-
ways leaves some points unexplained to see if we will trust Him in
the unknown from what we know of Him already.

The explanation for any difficult Scripture must be found in
some other part of the same Scriptures. In a problem like this the
most likely place to find such an explanation, is in a similar inci-
dent. Such is to be found in the fall of Jerusalem, which, like Jeri-
cho, had filled up the cup of iniquity. From it, the Spirit of God had
also departed. Its walls were likewise torn to the ground with not
one stone being left upon another. It is to be expected that the Lord
would describe its destruction in the same language as in Jericho’s
fall. Research quickly shows that He does.

“Men will continue to erect expensive buildings, costing millions
of money; special attention will be called to their architectural
beauty, and the firmness and solidity with which they are con-
structed; but the Lord has instructed me that despite the unusual
firmness and expensive display, these buildings will share the fate
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of the temple in Jerusalem. That magnificent structure fell. Angels
of God were sent to do the work of destruction, so that one stone
was not left one upon another that was not thrown down.” The
S.D.A. Bible Commentary 5:1098, 1099.

Consider how explicitly it declares that “angels of God were sent
to do the work of destruction so that not one stone was left upon
another that was not thrown down.” Before He was crucified, Je-
sus solemnly declared that not one stone would be left upon anoth-
er in the temple. Now it is declared that the angels were sent to do
this work of destruction so that the fulfillment of Christ’s words
was assured. Just as the language used in the fall of Jericho tends
to give the picture of angels personally laying hold of the stones and
throwing them down, so this statement tends to give the same im-
pression as far as the fall of Jerusalem is concerned.

But a study of history shows that those stones were cast down
by human hands. The Romans, once they had captured the temple,
razed it and much of the city to the ground making certain that not
one stone was left upon another. See The Great Controversy, 35.
Perhaps the greatest authority on Jewish history is Josephus who
was actually present at the fall of Jerusalem. His record of the
event is as follows.

“Now, as soon as the army had no more people to slay or to plun-
der, because there remained none to be the objects of their fury, (for
they would not have spared any, had there remained any other such
work to be done,) Caesar gave orders that they should now demol-
ish the entire city and temple, but should leave as many of the tow-
ers standing as were of the greatest eminency; that is, Phasaelus,
and Hippicus, and Mariamne, and so much of the wall as enclosed
the city on the west side. This wall was spared, in order to afford a
camp for such as were to lie in garrison; as were the towers also
spared, in order to demonstrate to posterity what kind of city it
was, and how well fortified, which the Roman valour had subdued;
but for all the rest of the wall, it was so thoroughly laid even with
the ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that there was
left nothing to make those that came thither believe it had ever
been inhabited. This was the end which Jerusalem came to by the
madness of those that were for innovations; a city otherwise of
great magnificence, and of mighty fame among all mankind.” Wars
of the Jews, Book VII, Chapter one, paragraph one, by Flavius Jo-
sephus. Translated by William Whiston.
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This notable historian’s report is confirmed in The Great Contro-
versy, 35. “Both the city and the temple were razed to their foun-
dations, and the ground upon which the holy house had stood was
‘plowed like a field.’ ”

Here we have two records of what took place back there. One de-
clares that the angels did the work of destruction, while the other
clearly shows that it was at Caesar’s orders and by the strength
and activity of his soldiers that the city was razed.

This would be a hopeless contradiction if we had not studied the
way in which the Bible is its own dictionary and the way in which
God is said to destroy. Firstly, it is clear that the angels did not do
the work of destruction as man does it. That is, they did not them-
selves take those stones and throw them to the ground. Yet, at the
same time, it must be recognized that they did a work which result-
ed in those walls being thrown to the ground till not one single
stone was left upon another. But, they certainly did not use the sol-
diers as direct servants at their personal direction and command,
to tear down those mighty bastions.

So what did the angels do? How did they go about a mission of
destruction?

As already shown by a number of earlier quotations, the angels’
role is to hold back the four winds of strife so that they might not
blow on the earth. Let those winds be released and there is the ter-
rible out breaking of human anger and natural power. Those an-
gels hold on to their work while ever God’s protection is called for
because of the presence of some who trust in Him. But when the
time comes when that is no longer necessary or possible, then an-
gels are sent from heaven to instruct the holding angels to let go.
In this way the angels come from heaven on a mission of destruc-
tion. Let it be emphasized once more that while this involves a
judgment on God’s part, it is not His arbitrary act. He assesses the
situation to be such that to remain any longer must be to force His
presence where it is totally unwanted, and this He cannot do. The
restraining angels feel this pressure on them to leave but they
await God’s command before they do so. These instructions are con-
veyed to them by messenger angels, who, because of this responsi-
bility, are called messengers of destruction, which in fact they are.

The picture of this holding and releasing by one body of angels
upon receipt of a clearance to do so by other angels, is clearly shown
in Early Writings, 36-38.
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The chronicle of Jerusalem’s destruction bears out the facts re-
cited above. The tearing down of that city into individual stones
was the end result of a series of causes. The Romans did it as the
expression of their white-hot anger and hatred for the Jews. That
in turn, was the result of the behavior of the Jews who had given
the Romans so much trouble, had shown such a spirit of rebellion,
and had been so ungrateful for the favors the Romans desired to
show them. That spirit, consequently, was the result of the Jews’
persistent determination to institute their ways in the place of
God’s, and of their continual rejection of the appeals of mercy to
them.

For the apostasy of the Jew and the fury of the Roman to race
away uncontrolled, the angels of God had to fully and totally with-
draw their restraining power over the evil passions of men. This
they did. That accomplished, the infuriated Roman soldiery were
so totally uncontrolled that not even their officers, generals, or Ti-
tus himself, could control or restrain them. Titus had determined
to preserve the temple and had given specific orders that it should
not be burned, but his orders were flouted. Even though he rushed
in among them, and demanded obedience, it was as if he were not
even there. Here is part of Josephus’ account of the burning of the
temple.

“And now a certain person came running to Titus, and told him
of this fire, as he was resting himself in his tent after the last bat-
tle; whereupon he rose up in great haste, and as he was, ran to
the holy house, in order to have a stop put to the fire; after him
followed all his commanders, and after them followed the sever-
al legions, in great astonishment; so there was a great clamour
and tumult raised, as was natural upon the disorderly motion of
so great an army. Then did Caesar, both by calling to the soldiers
that were fighting, with a loud voice, and by giving a signal to
them with his right hand, order them to quench the fire; but they
did not hear what he said, though he spake so loud, having their
ears already dinned by a greater noise another way; nor did they
attend to the signal he made with his right hand neither, as still
some of them were distracted with fighting, and others with pas-
sion; but as for the legions that came running thither, neither any
persuasions nor any threatenings could restrain their violence,
but each one’s own passion was his commander at this time; and
as they were crowding into the temple together, many of them
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were trampled on by one another, while a great number fell
among the ruins of the cloisters, which were still hot and smok-
ing, and were destroyed in the same miserable way with those
whom they had conquered: and when they were come near the ho-
ly house, they made as if they did not so much as hear Caesar’s
orders to the contrary; but they encouraged those that were be-
fore them to set it on fire. As for the seditious they were in too
great distress already to afford their assistance, [toward quench-
ing the fire;] they were everywhere slain, and everywhere beat-
en; and as for a great part of the people, they were weak and with-
out arms, and had their throats cut wherever they were caught.
Now, round about the altar lay dead bodies heaped one upon an-
other; as at the steps going up to it ran a great quantity of their
blood, whither also the dead bodies that were slain above [on the
altar] fell down.” Wars on the Jews, Book VI, Chapter four, para-
graph six.

“The blind obstinacy of the Jewish leaders, and the detestable
crimes perpetrated within the besieged city, excited the horror
and indignation of the Romans, and Titus at last decided to take
the temple by storm. He determined, however, that if possible it
should be saved from destruction. But his commands were disre-
garded. After he had retired to his tent at night, the Jews, sally-
ing from the temple, attacked the soldiers without. In the strug-
gle, a firebrand was flung by a soldier through an opening in the
porch, and immediately the cedar-lined chambers about the holy
house were in a blaze. Titus rushed to the place, followed by his
generals and legionaries, and commanded the soldiers to quench
the flames. His words were unheeded. In their fury the soldiers
hurled blazing brands into the chambers adjoining the temple,
and then with their swords they slaughtered in great numbers
those who had found shelter there. Blood flowed down the temple
steps like water. Thousands upon thousands of Jews perished.
Above the sound of battle, voices were heard shouting, ‘Icha-
bod! ’—the glory is departed.

“Titus found it impossible to check the rage of the soldiery; he
entered with his officers, and surveyed the interior of the sacred
edifice. The splendor filled them with wonder; and as the flames
had not yet penetrated to the holy place, he made a last effort to
save it, and springing forth, again exhorted the soldiers to stay
the progress of the conflagration. The centurion Liberalis endeav-
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ored to force obedience with his staff of office; but even respect for
the emperor gave way to the furious animosity against the Jews,
to the fierce excitement of battle, and to the insatiable hope of
plunder.” The Great Controversy, 33, 34.

When soldiers who have had instilled into them the strongest
discipline of respect and obedience to the Emperor, are so totally
maddened with rage that they completely ignore orders he has
personally given, it is manifested that human passion is rioting
in its most unrestrained form. Such outrage was possible only if
the angels had vacated their positions as withholders of the winds
of strife. They had no further influence over those men.

They never step down of their own volition, but only on the re-
ceipt of orders from on high. These are brought to them by messen-
ger angels commissioned to fly swiftly with the advice that the time
has come when men have chosen to reject God so utterly that He
can no longer provide them with protection. The advent of these
messengers at the outposts, heralds the unleashing of destructive
forces, thus making them, in a certain sense, angels on a mission
of destruction. The result was the full release of the Romans’ infu-
riated hostility toward the Jews, which would not be appeased even
when, with their own hands, they had torn the city apart.

This casts great light on the fall of Jericho, teaching how the
same descriptions are to be understood in the destruction of the
Canaanite city. The only difference between the overthrow of Jer-
icho as compared to Jerusalem is that, while in the latter it was
the unleashing of the furies in men which did the work, at Jeri-
cho it was the release of the pent-up forces of nature. The role of
the angels in both instances was the same. They acted only and
entirely in harmony with the principles of God’s kingdom. Christ,
Himself, led the messengers to the walls of Jericho to give the sad
message that that people had forfeited all divine protection, leav-
ing God with no option but to call away the restraining angels.
Then the furies of nature, hitherto held under control, burst forth
to flatten the proud metropolis. The walls were hurled to the
ground. Yet, the word of God says that the angels did it. Surely,
from the way in which Bible interprets itself, the time has come
when it is understood in what sense the angels did this. They had
a part to play, the result of which was that destruction. That part
was to carry the message of doom to the restraining angels. Then
the terror followed.
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If careful comparison is made between the language used to de-
scribe the destructions of both Jericho and Jerusalem, all difficul-
ties will disappear. Just what the angels did will be quite clear.
Once more it will be confirmed that they did not act any different-
ly from the revelation of God’s character as given by Christ when
He came to the earth.

The Wrath of God

The wrath of God is referred to frequently in the Scriptures. It
is an expression describing the savage fury of men or nature, or
both, in a rampage of destruction. The seven last plagues are re-
ferred to specifically as the wrath of God which is to be poured up-
on those who worship the beast and his image.

There is very real danger that God’s wrath will be understood to
be exactly what man’s wrath is. Man’s wrath is the development
within him of fury, anger, and a desire to retaliate against those
who have hurt or offended him. But God’s wrath is different, for the
ways of God are not the ways of men. Isaiah has made that forev-
er sure.

God’s wrath is not the expression of His personal feelings, for,
while His wrath is busily destroying man and the world, God is feel-
ing anything but wrathful. He is pained with sorrow and distress
to see His handiwork and children being committed to so terrible
a fate. The wrath of God is an expression of the very opposite from
what He is feeling.

Yet without question it is wrath. See the blasting might of the
roaring hurricane, the thunder of a thousand falling buildings and
opening crevasses as the earthquake strikes, the crackling roar of
the blazing inferno, the shriek of the storm and the fiendish fury of
man at war. This is wrath. It is the complete picture of anger and fu-
ry and these are the things which the Bible terms “the wrath of God.”

From the message God gave through Moses’ rod, He plainly
showed that when nature is in this state, it has passed out of His
control. Therefore, it is not the expression of God’s feelings. Why
then is it called “the wrath of God? ” It is God’s wrath simply be-
cause every power which has gone into the state of wrath through
God’s directing and controlling power being withdrawn, is of God.
They are the powers of God in a wrathful state, therefore it could
be called the wrath of the powers of God. Instead it is simply and
more briefly called “the wrath of God.”
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There will be no problem understanding this if it is ever kept in
mind that man’s way and the ways of God are very different and,
in fact, opposite from each other. There must be a perpetual guard
set up in the human mind against the tendency to think of God and
man as being the same.

Other Difficult Statements

Some who read this book may be aware of other statements which
are a problem to them. It is reasonably safe to say that the most dif-
ficult ones have been discussed in this chapter. If the reader has

The wild duck mother has left her nest and the
eggs are unprotected from the surrounding dangers.
So, if God is forced to withdraw, men are exposed

to the fury of nature’s unrestrained forces.
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thoroughly understood and accepted the principles of interpretation
used here, then he will have little difficulty in understanding other
problem verses or statements.

There will come times, as the Bible record is studied, when sit-
uations will confront us for which the Lord has not yet been able to
reveal any specific explanation. Lacking that, it will seem we have
no option but to believe that in this instance at least, the Lord did
resort to the use of force. But true faith knows that the absence of
the correct explanation does not compel us to accept the obvious
one, even though it clamors for recognition. True faith rests in the
knowledge that God does nothing out of character, and that we are
to trust Him in the unknown because of what we have learned of
Him in the known. In so many instances we have clear Scriptural
revelations of what God did when confronted with the sin problem,
rebellion, ingratitude, and idolatry. Every such revelation consist-
ently reveals God as a saviour, lovingly seeking to save His creat-
ed works. Therefore to the faith-filled person, absolute assurance
is guaranteed that in the unknown it is the same.

One thing is certain: no true student of the Word of God will al-
low his faith in the great truths to be shattered simply because one
or two statements or incidents cannot immediately be understood
in harmony with what the rest of the Bible teaches. He will not for-
get that there were many more such in the past but time has pro-
duced wonderful clarifications of what initially appeared to be to-
tally inexplicable. He remembers with what changed views he now
sees many things which were dark and confusing before. So, he well
knows, it will be with these statements which have not yet been
transferred to the category of the clearly explained.



CHAPTER THIRTY-SIX

The Seven Last Plagues

Thus far, study has been given only to events which are in the
past. The attention is now directed to events which are yet future.
Their coming is known through the prophetic revelations, while the
nature of them is shown through the types of the past, of which they
are the antitypes.

The greatest destruction yet to eventuate before the second com-
ing of Christ will result from the outpouring of the seven last
plagues. This will be the drinking by the finally impenitent “of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the
cup of His indignation . . .” Revelation 14:10.

Up till this time the judgments of God have always been mixed
with mercy so that the wicked were shielded from the full penalty
of their guilt.

“All the judgments upon men, prior to the close of probation,
have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of Christ has
shielded the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but
in the final judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy.”
The Great Controversy, 629.

The same language used in Scripture to describe the destruc-
tions on men in the past, is employed to portray this terrible future
desolation. It is depicted as being “the wrath of God,” administered
by destroying angels. The incineration of Sodom and Gomorrah,
the flooding of Noah’s world, the plaguing of the Egyptians, the ser-
pents’ invasion into Israel’s encampment, Jericho’s, Nineveh’s, and
Jerusalem’s overthrow, and many more such catastrophes are con-
sistently detailed in the same terms employed to prophesy the com-
ing seven last plagues.

Harmony of interpretation insists that the Scriptural portrayal
of events yet future must be understood in the same way as the
Word of God reveals that the description of events in the past be
understood. The Bible abounds in explanations of how we are to in-
terpret the declarations describing the punishment to befall the
wicked. By this means we have no excuse for failing to understand
that when God is said to destroy, the result of His efforts to save
have resulted in the withdrawal of the impenitent from Him to the
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place where no protection from destruction remains to them. This
is the way it has always been in the past. So it must yet be in the
seven last plagues.

In studying the outpouring of the seven last plagues, it can be cor-
rectly expected then, that the Scriptures, rightly understood, will
show that the restraining, protecting hand of God is to be removed
from the rod of power, so that, freed from His directions and out of
His control, the powers in men and nature will break loose in un-
fettered fury. Thus men will reap the harvest of their own sowing.

We are greatly assisted in the study of the seven last plagues by
two events in the past. The first is the plagues of Egypt and the sec-
ond, the fall of Jerusalem. Scripture declares that each of these
events was a preview of what is to happen in the final scourges.

“When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, the un-
mingled wrath threatened against those who worship the beast
and his image and receive his mark, (Revelation 14:9, 10,) will be
poured out. The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliv-
er Israel, were similar in character to those more terrible and ex-
tensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the
final deliverance of God’s people.” The Great Controversy, 627, 628.

The similarity between the plagues upon Egypt and the seven
last plagues is in their character. This indicates that the plagues
on Egypt will not be duplicated by the seven last plagues and a
quick check shows that this is true. In the seven last plagues there
will be no frogs, lice, flies, or specific death of the firstborn, and in
Egypt there was no earthquake, or scorching of men with great
heat.

But while the seven last plagues will not be an exact repetition
of the Egyptian scourges, they will be similar in character. The ac-
quirement of character is the result of a molding process, so that if
the identical influences are exerted on like materials, the end prod-
uct will be the same. The Egyptian devastations possessed the
character they had because of the situation out of which they were
born and by which they were shaped. The people’s continued deter-
mination to shut God out of their lives had brought them to the
place where God was compelled to accept their desires and leave
them to reap their harvest of pain and loss. God released His hold
on the rod so that it passed out of His direction and control. Thus
the character of the plagues was that they were natural forces pos-
sessed of the fury of destruction.
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The same character will be manifested in the seven last plagues
because they will be the offspring of exactly the same conditions. As
the one nation of Egypt threw off all connection with God, so the peo-
ple of the whole world will separate from God, rejecting every prin-
ciple of righteousness and association with Him. The last appeals of
mercy scorned, God is left with no option but to leave them alone.
Once again, nature out of control will smite them until none remain.

The second preview of the seven last plagues is given in the de-
struction of Jerusalem.

“The Saviour’s prophecy concerning the visitation of judgments
upon Jerusalem is to have another fulfillment, of which that terri-
ble desolation was but a faint shadow. In the fate of the chosen city
we may behold the doom of a world that has rejected God’s mercy
and trampled upon His law.” The Great Controversy, 36.

Already the fate of Jerusalem has been studied. The Spirit of
God, persistently rejected and abused, had at last no choice but to
leave the people to themselves. With nothing to restrain the fierce
passions of the Jews, they rebelled so treacherously and seditious-
ly against the Romans that they stirred up the worst spirit of re-
taliation in them. This brought the mighty power of Rome to bear
upon the city of Jerusalem. With the continued resistance of the
Jews and the prolonged attack by the Romans, the spirits of all be-
came so intensified that in the final scenes, the powers in those peo-
ple simply ran riot. The resulting slaughter and atrocities were
worse than human language can picture. When the city had been
conquered and there were no more to be slain, the Romans then
systematically tore the city stone from stone till the destruction
was virtually absolute.

In that fate the doom of the world is to be read. Exactly what be-
fell Jerusalem will befall the whole earth. The time is coming when
the sins of men will compel the Spirit of God to totally depart. With
nothing to hold in check the deadly powers in nature and man, the
earth will be plunged into a time of trouble such as never was. The
seven last plagues will in no sense of the word be the manipulation
of those powers by the hands of God. Instead, just as in Egypt and
in Jerusalem, God will not even be there. Everything that happens
will be because of His absence, not because of His presence. Once
again the rod will have passed out of Moses’ hand.

These direct statements will verify the truth of the above prin-
ciples and the conclusions drawn from them.
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“When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants
of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the sight
of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been
upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of the fi-
nally impenitent. God’s long-suffering has ended. The world has re-
jected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon His law.
The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spir-
it of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unshel-
tered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one.
Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great,
final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce
winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose.
The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that
which came upon Jerusalem of old.” The Great Controversy, 614.

“As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, I heard the tinkling
of the bells upon His garment; and as He left, a cloud of darkness
covered the inhabitants of the earth. There was then no mediator
between guilty man and an offended God. While Jesus had been
standing between God and guilty man, a restraint was upon the
people; but when He stepped out from between man and the Fa-
ther, the restraint was removed, and Satan had entire control of
the finally impenitent. It was impossible for the plagues to be
poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work
there is finished, and His intercession closes, there is nothing to
stay the wrath of God, and it breaks with fury upon the shelterless
head of the guilty sinner, who has slighted salvation and hated re-
proof.” Early Writings, 280.

This statement verifies the truth that it is the removal of God’s
restraining power which releases the powers of men and nature in-
to Satan’s hands. They then burst with destructive fury upon the
shelterless heads of the wicked.

Let the expression, “there is nothing to stay the wrath of God,”
be guarded from misunderstanding. Before the principles in regard
to God’s character are understood, this would be taken to mean that
God was personally angered and therefore anxious to smite the of-
fenders, but is restrained by the intercession of His Son until Je-
sus finishes His work in the sanctuary.

If this interpretation is correct, then Christ and His Father are
working against each other. God is longing to destroy man, while
Christ is resisting Him. However, it is impossible to believe this
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and at the same time hold to the great and precious truth that
Christ and the Father are one; that, far from working against each
other, they are fully united in the task of saving man.

“. . . God was in Christ, reconciling the world to Himself . . .”
2 Corinthians 5:19.

There could be nothing closer than the unity of the Father and
the Son in the work of salvation. God is not seeking the sinner’s de-
struction while the Son works to delay the unleashing of the Fa-
ther’s fury. They are working together to the limit of their resour-
ces to bring men back to eternal life, and only when men utterly re-
ject those saving measures, do they jointly leave the rebellious to
their chosen fate.

When it is truly understood that the wrath of God is not a per-
sonal feeling, but the perversion and derangement of the powers in
men and nature into wrathful and destructive forces only awaiting
the opportunity to embark on a rampage of devastation, then there
will be no problem in understanding the unity of the Father and
the Son.

“Men have reached a point in insolence and disobedience which
shows that their cup of iniquity is almost full. Many have well-nigh
passed the boundary of mercy. Soon God will show that He is in-
deed the living God. He will say to the angels, ‘No longer combat
Satan in his efforts to destroy. Let him work out his malignity up-
on the children of disobedience; for the cup of their iniquity is full.
They have advanced from one degree of wickedness to another, add-
ing daily to their lawlessness. I will no longer interfere to prevent
the destroyer from doing his work.’

“This time is right upon us. The Spirit of God is being withdrawn
from the earth. When the angel of mercy folds her wings and de-
parts, Satan will do the evil deeds he has long wished to do. Storm
and tempest, war and bloodshed,—in these things he delights, and
thus he gathers in his harvest. And so completely will men be de-
ceived by him that they will declare that these calamities are the
result of the desecration of the first day of the week. From the pul-
pits of the popular churches will be heard the statement that the
world is being punished because Sunday is not honored as it should
be. And it will require no great stretch of imagination for men to
believe this. They are guided by the enemy, and therefore they
reach conclusions which are entirely false.” The Review and Her-
ald, September 17, 1901.
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“It is God that shields His creatures, and hedges them in from
the power of the destroyer. But the Christian world have shown
contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He
has declared that He would—He will withdraw His blessings from
the earth and remove His protecting care from those who are re-
belling against His law and teaching and forcing others to do the
same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard.
He will favor and prosper some in order to further his own designs,
and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe that
it is God who is afflicting them.” The Great Controversy, 589.

“God does not stand toward the sinner as an executioner of the
sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His
mercy to themselves, to reap that which they have sown. Every ray
of light rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, every pas-
sion indulged, every transgression of the law of God, is a seed sown
which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit of God, persistently
resisted, is at last withdrawn from the sinner, and then there is left
no power to control the evil passions of the soul, and no protection
from the malice and enmity of Satan.” The Great Controversy, 36.

Thus the Lord makes it very plain how the seven last plagues
will come. They will certainly not be the direct use by God, of the
forces in man and nature. Instead, God will make a judgment or
assessment that the wicked have fully and universally resolved to
depose Him from their hearts, their affairs, and the world. Their
decision being fully confirmed, leaves God no choice but to let them
have all they want. So He leaves them, and Satan quickly seizes
these powers, stirring them to even greater heights of frenzy and
terror.

The wicked have sown the seed. The harvest is inevitable. But
it is not the work of God. It is the work of men against themselves.
They sowed the seed. They reap the harvest.



CHAPTER THIRTY-SEVEN

The Brightness Of His Coming

“And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord will
consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the bright-
ness of His coming.” 2 Thessalonians 2:8.

This Scripture has been usually understood to portray the pic-
ture of Christ descending the advent skies, while before Him pre-
cede great flowing sheets of devouring flame which reach out to
consume whoever of the impenitent have somehow managed to sur-
vive the plagues.

Such an interpretation of this Scripture, obvious as it may ap-
pear, is out of harmony with the character of God and Christ. If fire
emanating from Him kills the wicked, then there is a direct, de-
structive work associated with His presence and Person. Therefore,
He would be an executioner after all. But He is not, nor ever will
be. When He came the first time to this earth, He testified that He
had not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them, and that pur-
pose does not change with His second coming. Once again, His in-
tention is to deliver His people from an earth which has been so re-
duced by the final disasters as to be incapable of supporting life any
longer. Certainly, He would save every individual who has ever
been born if this were possible, but tragically, so few are prepared
to accept His saving grace. He does nothing to them. He has not
come for them. They have taken themselves out of the circle of His
responsibility and their fate is entirely a matter of their own ap-
pointment.

There are statements which explain this text and which harmo-
nize with this principle.

“Then shall they that obey not the gospel be consumed with the
spirit of His mouth and be destroyed with the brightness of His
coming. 2 Thessalonians 2:8. Like Israel of old, the wicked destroy
themselves; they fall by their iniquity. By a life of sin, they have
placed themselves so out of harmony with God, their natures have
become so debased with evil, that the manifestation of His glory is
to them a consuming fire.” The Great Controversy, 37.

That this statement is a direct explanation of the verse under
study is clear from the fact that firstly the text is quoted, and then
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comment is made upon it. Therein, it is affirmed that the wicked
destroy themselves. It is not the work of God but their own. They
have sown the seed and they must reap the harvest.

Most significant, is the parallel drawn between the way in
which Israel perished and the destruction in the last days. As the
one perished, so will the other. This is to indicate that the Israe-
lites were likewise destroyed with the brightness of His coming.
This is true, for that is exactly how they did come to their end. It
may be immediately objected that Jesus did not come with out-
shining glory at His first advent. Furthermore, He was far away
in the distant heavens when the Jews met their fate, so there is
no visible evidence of their having been consumed with the bright-
ness of His glory. Such an interpretation depends on the under-
standing of what the brightness of His glory is and how humans
are consumed by it. Defining that expression is the key to solving
the problem.

The factor which above all others brought the Jews to their un-
timely end, was the manifestation of the brightness of God’s char-
acter-glory in Christ. Before Christ came, the Jews were in a seri-
ous state of apostasy, but, even so, were not totally separated from
God, for they had not taken the final steps in rebellion. But, as the
light of Christ’s glorious character shone on them, they were driv-
en to desperate lengths of resistance until they were pushed to the
extremes of apostasy. God did not intend that such be the result of
this revelation, but once they determined on rejection of Him, it be-
came the only possible outworking of that decision. They were de-
stroyed, and it was by the brightness of His coming.

The sequence then was as follows:
The Jews were in a state of apostasy.
Christ shone on them the brightness of His coming, the glory of

His character.
They rejected this influence and thus separated themselves from

His protection.
The actual destruction was accomplished by the unleashed nat-

ural forces.
In the sacred writings, both of these forces are described. There

we can read of Christ’s coming, of the Jews’ reaction, and of the sep-
aration of the Spirit of God from them.

Then we can read of the destructive work accomplished by the
outrage of human passion no longer under divine restraint.



In exactly the same way, there is recorded the identical proce-
dure which leads to the destruction of the wicked in the final over-
throw of mankind.

They will be in a state of deep apostasy.
The brightness of His coming will be revealed to them in the loud

cry.
Their rejection of this influence will drive them to separate

themselves from God’s protection.
The actual destruction to befall them will be accomplished by the

unleashing of the wild passions within them and by the unre-
strained forces of nature.

Basically then, it is the brightness of His coming which destroys
them but not in the sense that they are struck down by it. That is
left to the unrestrained forces in man and nature, the destruction
from which the brightness of His coming would have saved them if
they had related to it correctly.

Therefore, in studying the final demise of the wicked, both these
factors must be kept in mind. The student must understand just
what is accomplished by each, ever keeping the distinctions sharp
and clear.

The sacred writings do not fail to mention them. When the fall
of the wicked is described in The Great Controversy, it shows that
they are to be obliterated by the furious outburst of their own fierce
passions and by the outpouring of the seven last plagues. There im-
mediately follows the statement that they will be consumed by the
spirit of His mouth and destroyed by the brightness of His coming.
Here is exactly how it appears on page 657.

“In the mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the awful
outpouring of God’s unmingled wrath, fall the wicked inhabitants
of the earth—priests, rulers, and people, rich and poor, high and
low. ‘And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of
the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be la-
mented, neither gathered, nor buried.’ Jeremiah 25:33.

“At the coming of Christ the wicked are blotted from the face of
the whole earth—consumed with the spirit of His mouth and de-
stroyed by the brightness of His glory. Christ takes His people to
the city of God, and the earth is emptied of its inhabitants.”

Placing these two statements in this order side by side, perfect-
ly expresses the destiny of the unrepentant. The immediate and
seemingly obvious means of their destruction will be the terrible
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onslaught of maddened man and nature. But the deeper, underly-
ing cause is not to be overlooked. Prior to the coming of the physi-
cal calamities, divine love will have sent the revelation of Christ’s
character in the brightness of His soon coming. Their rejection of
those saving provisions will place them where destruction is free
to descend upon them.

Those who do not understand this but believe that the death of
the wicked will be directly and physically accomplished by the
flaming fire emanating from the person of Christ, would need to
have the statement differently written. For them it should appear
as follows:

“In the mad strife of their own fierce passions, and by the awful
outpouring of God’s unmingled wrath, fall” the larger proportion of
“the wicked inhabitants of the earth,—priests, rulers, and people,
rich and poor, high and low. ‘And the slain of the Lord shall be at
that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the
earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried.’

“At the coming of Christ” the remainder of “the wicked are blot-
ted from the face of the whole earth,—consumed with the spirit of
His mouth, and destroyed by the brightness of His glory. Christ
takes His people to the city of God, and the earth is emptied of its
inhabitants.”

The second version provides for the theory that when Christ ap-
pears, there will be such an outshining of flaming power that the
wicked who manage to survive the seven last plagues and the
bloody internecine warfare, will be consumed by it. If the statement
was written in this way, those who believe that would have an in-
controvertible proof for their belief.

But it is not written that way. Instead, we have the truth stated
and then repeated in different words of just how the wicked will
perish. They are parallel declarations, each saying the same thing
in different words. To be slain by the brightness of His coming is to
perish under the seven last plagues and the fierce battles they will
fight.

From this reference it is evident that the death of those upon the
earth at the second advent is not caused by searing fire emanating
from Christ. The actual physical forces which crush out fragile life,
will be the terrible scourges and the fighting between them.

Exactly as the Jews who perished by the physical instrument of
the Roman armies, were destroyed by the brightness of His coming
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as already noted in this chapter, so the plagues will come upon the
wicked in the same way. The brightness of Christ’s coming begins
to shine long before He actually appears in the clouds of heaven.
As the message of the loud cry goes forward, the brightness of that
coming shines with increasing intensity, pressing upon the hearers
throughout the length and breadth of the earth, to surrender their
ways and accept the perfection of God’s righteousness.

Very few will respond to this powerful, drawing love. The balance
will resist it with all the determination they can muster. The more
effectively the truth of God, which shines with the brightness of His
coming, is offered to the people, the more rapidly and deeply will
they enter into apostasy if they do not yield to it. This will separate
them from God to the point where He will be forced to leave them
entirely. Then will come upon them the full fury of the seven last
plagues by which they will be destroyed. Thus they are destroyed
by the spirit of His mouth and the brightness of His coming.

The presentation of the gospel is the key factor in finishing the
work. If the advent people had accepted and preached the gospel in
its full power, the work would have been finished a hundred years
ago. Much further back, it would likewise have ended if the apos-
tolic church had lived true to all the light they had received. The
only reason the earth has escaped destruction so long is because it
has not been subjected to the spirit of His mouth and the bright-
ness of His coming. When it finally is, those things will either save
or destroy it.

A further evidence to support the fact that it is not the pulsing
forth of fire from the Person of Christ which destroys the wicked,
is the final confrontation around the city of God. There the wicked
come quite close to the presence of Christ who is just as powerful
then as when He returns the second time. But they are able to
march against the city in which is the presence of God and of
Christ. They are able to stand there right through the revelation of
the mystery of Christ, and they are able to see all that God wants
them to see without being consumed with physical fire from the
presence of God and His Son.

As will be shown in the next chapter, even when they are de-
stroyed, it will not be by fire which emanates from the person of
God or Christ.

Therefore, if the fire surrounding Christ does not consume
them at the end of the thousand years, why should it do so at the
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beginning, unless Christ personally decided that it should? If He
did, then of course He would become a direct destroyer which, for
Him, is impossible.

This does not mean that a human being can come directly into
the power circle surrounding the person of God and survive with-
out special protection. When the drunken sons of Aaron—Nadab
and Abihu—went into the sanctuary without the protection of the
incense, they then entered into a circle of power which they could
not endure. It is just as if a man comes into physical contact with
a powerful electrical field without special protective clothing. He
dies. Likewise, if a man enters into a fire, he will certainly die.

But it will not be thus with the wicked either at the second ad-
vent or at the end of the thousand years. They do not come within
a power circle and therefore are not consumed as were Nadab and
Abihu.
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CHAPTER THIRTY-EIGHT

The Final Showdown

When Christ returns, the earth will have been for six thousand
years the proving ground for the validity, power, indestructibility,
justice, and perfect righteousness of the principles upon which
God’s kingdom is built. During that span of sixty centuries, Satan
and his hosts will have mounted every possible assault in their des-
perate search for that one weakness or flaw needed to supply the
evidence to prove that God’s ways are not perfect and need to be re-
formed. They have worked to provoke God to the point where He
would arise and sweep mankind off the face of the earth. They have
subjected Him to the greatest test which could ever come upon Him
at their hands and devices.

This has been no light test for God. He is a being of infinite pow-
er and love. The witness of human history shows that the more
power a person possesses, the greater the danger of his corruption.
A great many have successfully endured privation and poverty, on-
ly to be destroyed by coming into possession of riches and power.
Furthermore, the intense sensitivity of God’s nature and percep-
tions causes Him to view sin with a hatred and detestation which
no human being could either know or understand. Throughout the
entire period of the great controversy, God has been suffering in-
tense anguish.

“Those who think of the result of hastening or hindering the gos-
pel think of it in relation to themselves and to the world. Few think
of its relation to God. Few give thought to the suffering that sin has
caused our Creator. All heaven suffered in Christ’s agony; but that
suffering did not begin or end with His manifestation in humani-
ty. The cross is a revelation to our dull senses of the pain that, from
its very inception, sin has brought to the heart of God. Every de-
parture from the right, every deed of cruelty, every failure of hu-
manity to reach His ideal, brings grief to Him. When there came
upon Israel the calamities that were the sure result of separation
from God,—subjugation by their enemies, cruelty, and death,—it is
said that ‘His soul was grieved for the misery of Israel.’ ‘In all their
affliction He was afflicted: . . . and He bare them, and carried them
all the days of old.’ Judges 10:16; Isaiah 63:9.
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“His Spirit ‘maketh intercession for us with groanings which can-
not be uttered.’ As the ‘whole creation groaneth and travaileth in
pain together’ (Romans 8:26, 22), the heart of the infinite Father is
pained in sympathy. Our world is a vast lazar house, a scene of mis-
ery that we dare not allow even our thoughts to dwell upon. Did we
realize it as it is, the burden would be too terrible. Yet God feels it
all.” Education, 263, 264.

“Christ feels the woes of every sufferer. When evil spirits rend a
human frame, Christ feels the curse. When fever is burning up the
life current, He feels the agony.” The Desire of Ages, 823.

“Jesus assures His disciples of God’s sympathy for them in their
needs and weaknesses. Not a sigh is breathed, not a pain felt, not a
grief pierces the soul, but the throb vibrates to the Father’s heart. . .
In all our afflictions He is afflicted.” The Desire of Ages, 356.

The depth of God’s continual suffering needs to be better realized
and appreciated. There has been the inclination to think that Jesus
came to this earth, suffered with increasing intensity for thir-
ty-three years, and then returned to the perfect bliss and painless-
ness of heaven. This is anything but the truth. The Father and Son
have suffered to a depth of which we have neither knowledge nor
experience.

This personal pain is distasteful to God who desires the end of all
suffering more than we ever could. He has the power to end it in an
instant by simply obliterating it. Yet He does not yield to the pres-
sure of His own feelings and desires. He is prepared to suffer in or-
der to maintain the principles of His government whereby will be as-
sured eternally the happiness and security of all the universe. If we
could enter into the full extent of God’s sufferings and, at the same
time, possessed the power He has, then we would know something
of the pressure exerted on Him throughout the great controversy.

If God, in all that time, had made the slightest move to save Him-
self from suffering by removing the cause of His anguish; had He by
even so much as a thought made a concession to the devil’s argu-
ments; should He so much as by a hair’s breadth have taken away
from man his freedom to choose and to act as he chose; had He tak-
en the life of one individual in order to lessen the suffering caused
by sin; then Satan would have had the evidence needed to show that
his arguments were valid after all.

But during all those ages of darkness and death, of temptation
and suffering, God has never deviated from the stated and perfect
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principles of His government and kingdom. He has never violated
the freedom given to any individual, has never taken a person’s life,
has never destroyed, and He has never in the smallest particular,
broken the law. He has been strictly impartial and just. He has been
the Saviour, ever and only working to bless, heal, and restore. Satan
has never gained a point over the Lord in the battle. From it all, God
emerges as untouched by sin as if it had never entered the universe.
He is immaculate.

For this, every redeemed soul shall be eternally grateful especial-
ly when he becomes fully conversant with the wonderful certainties
of God’s behavior.

But while God has been immaculately perfect in all His activities,
He has not been seen as such. In the eyes of men, Satan has dressed
the pure and holy God in his own evil garments. Millions and added
millions have gone to their graves with a decidely reversed view of
the true nature of righteousness and the God of righteousness. The
great controversy cannot be settled until every one of those minds
sees the true nature of our heavenly Father and confesses His per-
fect justice and righteousness.

God is not concerned about clearing His name for His own per-
sonal interest. He is not proud. He does not take personal offense.
But He does understand that His character and the principles of
righteousness are one and the same. Therefore, the justification of
one assures the establishment of the other. He further knows that
the eternal happiness and security of the universe depend on the
vindication of those principles. Inasmuch as His everlasting and in-
finite love for all His children will not permit Him to provide any-
thing less than the perfect best for them, He is determined not to
permit the ultimate desecration of righteousness. He will establish
it eternally.

Because of this, every person who has ever lived must be assem-
bled for the final showdown in the great controversy. Every princi-
ple upon which the kingdom of God is built and operates must be
revealed in sharply defined contrast to the principles of Satan’s
government.

It follows then that if it was important for God never to violate the
laws of His government during the six thousand years of active con-
troversy, then it is of multiplied importance that He strictly adhere
to them in the final showdown around the city after the thousand
years have expired.
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Some are prepared to believe that, during the six millenniums
of the great controversy, God will have withheld His righteous
hands from slaying anyone or destroying anything. But they are
not prepared to go so far as to believe that He will continue this
course at the final showdown. Then, they believe, He will arise to
personally exterminate the willfully unrepentant. They reason on
this basis: During the six thousand years He restrains Himself to
give the wicked opportunity to display before the universe their ut-
ter defiance and ingratitude. When the inhabitants of other sys-
tems see the full perversity of the human race, God will be free to
cut them off without being regarded as cruel or unjust. Moreover,
they will have become so incensed with this despicable behavior
that they will expect and even require God to destroy them. This is
the position held by some.

This reasoning, if true, makes God a politician whose policies are
determined by public opinion. This is to belittle God; to reduce Him
to the level of scheming men who study the temper of their fellow
humans, and then formulate their policies and procedures accord-
ingly.

But God is not like that. He is motivated by righteousness, not
by the feelings of His creatures. Before the great controversy be-
gan, throughout all of its duration, and in its final resolution, God
has and will act with unvarying consistency.

The reason for God’s willingness to enter into the great contro-
versy with the devil, was to demonstrate that the principles of His
government were perfect, and that, no matter what the pressure
upon Him, He would act only in accordance with them. According-
ly, no matter how wicked men have been in the past, how exten-
sively their destructive ways have desolated the earth, or how vio-
lent their insolence against Heaven, God has not raised a finger to
obliterate them. They have perished as the fruitage of their own
evil seed-sowing.

To believe that God has never destroyed during the course of the
great rebellion, but turns to do so in the end, is self-contradicting.
It would mean that God, who has spent seven thousand years dem-
onstrating that He is not an executioner of the sentence against
transgression, will undo all He has worked to establish by turning
into an executioner for this final judgment. What a tragedy that
would be! During the long defection, Satan and his hordes have
worked with relentless determination to provoke God into raising
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His righteous hand to destroy the rebels, but He has passed every
test without defect. In the last showdown He is afforded His final
opportunity to confirm that He is not an executioner, that He has
given to all, the freedom to choose what they want, and that He will
not interfere with that choice. To make the least concession then,
after so perfectly demonstrating the contrary over the previous mil-
lenniums, would nullify all that has been achieved. It would be as
if a man spent a lifetime building a splendid edifice and then
burned it to the ground. It is certain that this is not what God will
do. There is no possibility of His having faithfully resisted every
pressure to provocation for so long, only to give way to it at the last.
The final eradication of the wicked will happen exactly as lesser
decimations occurred in human history. As Jerusalem was over-
thrown by the Jews themselves, as Sodom and Gomorrah perished
as a harvest of their own seed-sowing, as the flood came, not be-
cause God sent it, but because He could not prevent it without vi-
olating His righteous principles, so the final end will come. It will
not be because God sent it, but because He cannot prevent it with-
out taking away people’s freedom to choose what they want.

These principles are poorly understood by earth-dwellers, most
of whom have gone to their dusty beds with distorted understand-
ings of God’s character. This is not God’s fault for He has provided
in nature, in His Word, and in the revelation given by Christ, all
that is necessary for understanding His righteous principles.
Therefore, in His great love and mercy, He will especially raise up
every human being so that once more, they can be shown God’s
workings and their own rejection of them. This time, they will have
no arguments with which to counter the witness of God. Every per-
son from Satan down will acknowledge that God has been just and
that the loss of their own souls is their own doing.

After one thousand years during which there will not be a liv-
ing soul upon this earth apart from the devil and his evil angels,
the wicked of every generation will be raised up for this final show-
down. They come up resuming “the current of their thoughts just
where it ceased. They are actuated by the same desire to conquer
that ruled them when they fell.” The Great Controversy, 664.

Satan is astir at once and marshals the mighty hosts into the
most prodigious, prestigious army ever to tramp the earth. It will
be a most impressive sight as they drill and train day after day.
How long a time will be involved in this mammoth preparation
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we are not told. According to the principle of freedom which the
Lord extends to all, they will be given as much time as they wish
to take. Satan knows this and, while he is anxious to see the strug-
gle over, at the same time he knows that it will be a titanic strug-
gle. Therefore, he will direct that the preparations be as thorough
as possible.

They do not intend to advance to the hoped-for conquest of the
city with bare hands. “Skillful artisans construct implements of
war.” The Great Controversy, 664. Just how sophisticated those
weapons will be, we are not told. It is possible that they will be as
highly technical as the scientific men can assemble. The atomic sci-
entists will be there, remembering all that they learned while still
living on this earth. They will think in terms of conducting nucle-
ar warfare against the city so that, if it is at all possible to prepare
such tools of destruction, they certainly will do it. The advancing
hordes will carry such weaponry with them as they move up to the
snowy walls.

But no battle ensues. It has been suggested that the battle of Ar-
mageddon begins before Christ’s coming and is completed around
the New Jerusalem. A little careful thought will show that there is
no battle in the end. The struggle between God and His people on
one side, and Satan and his on the other, will all end before Christ
comes the second time. At the end of the thousand years, God will
have at His command the revelations of the principles of righteous-
ness as embodied in His character, which have been provided first-
ly by the life and teachings of Christ upon this earth and secondly
by the witness of the translated saints as given during the time of
Jacob’s trouble.

This witness will be unfolded before the multitudes who have
been halted in their advance. As scene after scene passes before
them, they will see the great controversy in its true light. They will
realize just what God stands for. They will see the true nature of
Satan’s rebellion against Him. They will recognize that His law was
provided for them as a life-preserver; that disregard of the divine
precepts did not bring them release from an arduous bondage, but
opened the flood gates of woe upon them. They will understand at
last, that every woe and trouble they have experienced has been
the result of their own course of action. They will know that they
have abused the gift of freedom to their own miserable hurt. See
The Great Controversy, 666-668.
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They will see things as they have never seen them before and as
the devil was determined that they should never see them. As soon
as they do, all intent to continue the rebellion against God is end-
ed. The point was made on pages 19 and 20 that when a misrepre-
sentation of God’s character begins, there, rebellion against God
likewise begins. So when the character of God is fully revealed for
what it is, rebellion against God then comes to its end.

This is precisely why there is no war between evil men and God
over the New Jerusalem. In the beginning of the great controver-
sy, God did not have so clear a manifestation of His character as
would settle the problem right there and then. But at the end of the
thousand years, He will have such revelations, which He will use,
not only to ensure that there is no war, but to bring, from the least
person to Satan himself, the frank and open confession that they
have held wrong concepts of God, that they have been responsible
for rejecting His salvation and that their doom is deserved.

The picture is so clear. The wicked see things exactly as they are
and instead of rushing in to attack the city, they fall “prostrate” and
“worship the Prince of life.” The Great Controversy, 669.

Satan also sees it all. His mind travels back over the full span of
his life. He sees again those days when he was the covering cher-
ub. He remembers the first thoughts of doubt and then the open re-
bellion. He surveys the long centuries in between, comparing the
loving patience and forgiving power of the Eternal in contrast to
his own mean, destructive spirit.

“Satan sees that his voluntary rebellion has unfitted him for
heaven. He has trained his powers to war against God; the purity,
peace, and harmony of heaven would be to him supreme torture.
His accusations against the mercy and justice of God are now si-
lenced. The reproach which he has endeavored to cast upon Jeho-
vah rests wholly upon himself. And now Satan bows down, and con-
fesses the justice of his sentence.” The Great Controversy, 670.

The great moment has come. There is not a single intelligent be-
ing in the universe whose mind has the slightest question remain-
ing as to the perfect righteousness of God’s character. Even the
arch-rebel himself has bowed down to acknowledge the truth of
God’s ways and the falsity of every other system.

“ ‘Who shall not fear Thee, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? for
Thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and worship before
Thee; for Thy judgments are made manifest.’ Revelation 15:4. Every

510 BEHOLD YOUR GOD



question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy has
now been made plain. The results of rebellion, the fruits of setting
aside the divine statutes, have been laid open to the view of all cre-
ated intelligences. The working out of Satan’s rule in contrast with
the government of God, has been presented to the whole universe.
Satan’s own works have condemned him. God’s wisdom, His justice,
and His goodness stand fully vindicated. It is seen that all His deal-
ings in the great controversy have been conducted with respect to
the eternal good of His people and the good of all the worlds that He
has created. ‘All Thy works shall praise Thee, O Lord; and Thy
saints shall bless Thee.’ Psalm 145:10. The history of sin will stand
to all eternity as a witness that with the existence of God’s law is
bound up the happiness of all the beings He has created. With all
the facts of the great controversy in view, the whole universe, both
loyal and rebellious, with one accord declare, ‘Just and true are Thy
ways, Thou King of saints.’ ” The Great Controversy, 670, 671.

Once Satan and his followers have been brought to acknowledge
the justice and righteousness of God, the stage is set for the final
act of the drama—earth’s and heaven’s actual purification from the
stain and presence of sin.

This will be accomplished by fire. The Scripture says, “. . . And
fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them.

“And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire
and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they
will be tormented day and night for ever and ever. . .

“Then death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the
second death.

“And anyone not found written in the book of life was cast into
the lake of fire.” Revelation 20:9, 10, 14, 15.

“ ‘Every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and gar-
ments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of fire.’
‘The indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon
all their armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, He hath deliv-
ered them to the slaughter.’ ‘Upon the wicked He shall rain quick
burning coals, fire and brimstone and a horrible tempest: this shall
be the portion of their cup.’ Isaiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6, margin.
Fire comes down from God out of heaven. The earth is broken up.
The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn forth. Devouring
flames burst from every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire.
The day has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt
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with fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein
are burned up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10. The earth’s surface seems
one molten mass—a vast, seething lake of fire. It is the time of the
judgment and perdition of ungodly men—’the day of the Lord’s
vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zi-
on.’ Isaiah 34:8.

“The wicked receive their recompense in the earth. Proverbs
11:31. They ‘shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn
them up, saith the Lord of hosts.’ Malachi 4:1. Some are destroyed
as in a moment, while others suffer many days. All are punished ‘ac-
cording to their deeds.’ The sins of the righteous having been trans-
ferred to Satan, he is made to suffer not only for his own rebellion,
but for all the sins which he has caused God’s people to commit. His
punishment is to be far greater than that of those whom he has de-
ceived. After all have perished who fell by his deceptions, he is still
to live and suffer on. In the cleansing flames the wicked are at last
destroyed, root and branch—Satan the root, his followers the
branches. The full penalty of the law has been visited; the demands
of justice have been met; and heaven and earth, beholding, declare
the righteousness of Jehovah.” The Great Controversy, 672, 673.

These texts and statements are familiar to Bible students. Inva-
riably they have given a picture of God personally pouring down
fire upon the wicked and thus bringing about their final end. This
is no problem to the average person for he considers that God has
a perfect right to destroy those who have rebelled against Him.
Furthermore, he knows of no other way whereby the problem can
be solved. The criminal must be executed or he will go on making
trouble forever. Of course this is man’s thinking but it is neither
the thinking nor the way of God.

There is no difference in the language used in Revelation or The
Great Controversy from that used in other parts of the Scriptures
describing the outpouring of terrible judgments.

“Then the Lord rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and upon
Gomorrah, from the Lord out of the heavens.” Genesis 19:24.

“And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multiply My signs and
My wonders in the land of Egypt.” Exodus 7:3.

“So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit
the people; and many of the people of Israel died.” Numbers 21:6.

“But the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul, and a distress-
ing spirit from the Lord troubled him.” 1 Samuel 16:14.
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“But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent
out his armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their
city.” Matthew 22:7.

We have already considered each of these statements from the
Lord. It has been demonstrated that there must be a different def-
inition of the terms and expressions used to describe the behavior
of men. Trouble is experienced in understanding these expressions
in regard to God’s character when no distinction is made between
man’s ways and God’s ways.

Those previous studies into these verses confirmed the truth
that when God pours out fire, sends serpents, or such like, it is not
something dispensed from His hands as a response to His person-
al decree. Rather, it happens only when He is obliged to depart from
the scene thus leaving matters in the hands of men and devils.
Then, being out of His control, the rod of power descends in merci-
less power upon the defenseless heads of the self-willed.

There is no reason to suppose that these verses in Revelation are
to be understood any differently. What those expressions mean
throughout the remainder of the Scriptures they must still mean
at the end of them. Therefore, in the end, God does not decree that
the wicked shall die by fire and then set about executing this de-
cree by personally exercising His power. God does not decree what
punishment shall befall the evildoer. He foresees what will happen
and foretells it, but He neither chooses nor organizes it to be just
that way.

In the light of all the truths learned so far in this study, consid-
er the sequence of events in the drama of destruction outside the
city. When the wicked are raised at the close of the millennium, it
is only possible for them to live safely upon the earth by God’s hold-
ing firm hands on the rod of power. All the mighty forces of nature
are thus held in restraint in order to afford to the lost, the oppor-
tunity of seeing the true nature of the great controversy. Thus,
there is no outburst of fire and brimstone during the time that they
make their preparations and advance upon the city.

But when the revelations of the mystery of God have been com-
pleted while simultaneously they have been convincingly shown
where they have rejected the loving appeals of God, the time has
come for the final settlement. Every one of these individuals has,
during this life, made an irrevocable decision rejecting salvation in
preference for Satan’s kingdom. God knows that once this point has
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been reached, the wicked will never change no matter what oppor-
tunity may be given to them. It is for this reason that Jesus sol-
emnly intones as He leaves the sanctuary, “He who is unjust, let
him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who
is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be ho-
ly still.” Revelation 22:11.

This is the declaration of Jesus Christ in evaluating the condi-
tion of the wicked. It is not to be supposed that Christ says this be-
cause He and the Father have decided that probation can no longer
be continued, and for this reason those who have not availed them-
selves of salvation during the designated time limit, are lost forev-
er. It is because, no matter what revelations might be made to them
or opportunities given, their decision is final.

But it is one thing for this to be so and for Christ to say it is so.
It is something else for God’s true children to see it. How often in
this life, have we looked upon a person who appears to be so sin-
cere and honest, and yet who makes no evident move toward the
messages of truth. We feel that if only this one had been given more
opportunity to see it, he or she would have come to Christ. We find
it difficult to accept the idea that when this person goes to the
grave, he should remain unjust forever.

The declaration made by Christ will be vindicated by the dem-
onstration of its truthfulness at the close of the millennium. Those
whom we thought had gone down to their graves without the nec-
essary chance to see the light, will then be afforded the most com-
prehensive, clear, and wonderful revelation of the truth. It will con-
vince but not convert them. Their rejection of such light as came to
them in this life, will have hardened them beyond any possibility
of change.

Their conviction that God is right after all, will be expressed by
their bowing before Him and saying so, but they do not plead His
forgiveness nor ask to be accepted into His kingdom. All that, is for-
eign and distasteful to them. They still want to live but on their
own terms. Knowing that this cannot be and that accordingly, they
are eternally to be deprived of any life, they rise from their knees
in a frenzy of disappointment and rage and turn upon him who has
robbed them of everything.

In effect, at the climax of the revelation of the gospel to them,
God will ask them to confirm their intentions. Hitherto they have
reiterated their wish to live without God. The time will have come
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when they must either confirm or deny the plan to continue that
way. If it were possible for them to relinquish every desire to be sep-
arate from God, then God would save them even then, for “His mer-
cy endures forever.” Psalm 106:1.

But no person will be saved at this time, for they will not show
any disposition to change. Christ’s declaration will be proven cor-
rect. As God waits for their answer, they will confirm in the most
emphatic terms that they want nothing to do with Him, but choose
to be left entirely to their own way. They want the world and life
under their own terms.

What can God do under the circumstances?
He has made it very plain that they have full liberty to choose

what they want. If they prefer to go it alone without Him, then this
is what they shall have. When Israel wanted their king, He gave
them one; when they wanted flesh, He let them have it; and when-
ever men have wanted this or that, the Lord has never stood in
their way, no matter what dire results might follow their foolish
choosing.

At the end of the millennium He cannot change. So when they
choose to go alone, He will simply say to them, “Then I respect your
choice and set you completely free from My presence and control.
All the earth and the mighty powers surrounding it are now in your
hands. The rod of power is out of My hands and control.”

It will be as it was at the flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, the
plagues of Egypt, and the fall of Jerusalem. God, in each case, ac-
cepted their choice and turned the control over to them. So it will
be at the end. The wicked will be given full possession of the earth
and all the powers attendant upon it, but they will be unable to con-
trol the frenzied outburst of human, satanic, and natural wrath
which has been building in intensity ever since the first sin was
committed.

The first manifestations of this will be when the people turn on
Satan himself. They see in him the cause of all their troubles. The
weapons intended for the city will be directed against him and he
will employ every evasive maneuver conceivable to avoid them.
Then the fires will start. Exactly how, we are not told. One thing
is certain. Men never go to war without generating fire, especial-
ly when it is nuclear warfare. Thus, when they hurl their atomic
and cosmic weapons at the devil, they will certainly start a mighty
conflagration.
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As in the flood of water when the fountains of the earth were bro-
ken up so that water rushed out from beneath the surface, so the
stores of oil and coal still hidden from men in the bowels of the earth
will burst forth in flaming torrents upon the surface.

“Those majestic trees which God had caused to grow upon the
earth, for the benefit of the inhabitants of the old world, and which
they had used to form into idols, and to corrupt themselves with,
God has reserved in the earth, in the shape of coal and oil to use as
agencies in their final destruction. As He called forth the waters in
the earth at the time of the flood, as weapons from His arsenal to
accomplish the destruction of the antediluvian race, so at the end
of the one thousand years He will call forth the fires in the earth
as His weapons which He has reserved for the final destruction, not
only of successive generations since the flood, but the antediluvian
race who perished by the flood.” Spiritual Gifts 3:87.

In the original flood, water also poured down from above. Like-
wise it is to be expected that fire will rain down from the heavens.
The great source of this would be the sun, as from our study of the
principles, we know that it does not come from God personally.
When God’s presence was withdrawn from the earth in Noah’s day,
both the sun and the moon were affected. Therefore, when God’s
presence is again withdrawn in the same way at the close of the
millennium, the sun will again be affected. In its final stages of de-
cay resulting from the effects of sin in this earth, it could well erupt
in great explosions, projecting streams of fire far out into the solar
system and onto this earth. If this is to be so, then fire from above
would mingle with the fire from beneath, exactly as the waters did
when this earth was flooded. The whole earth will be enveloped in
a sea of flame on which the Holy City will ride as did the ark. With-
in it, the ransomed will be safe and secure until the destruction is
completed.

In this final annihilation, the wicked do not all take the same
time to perish. There is a direct relationship between the extent to
which they have sinned and the length of time they suffer.

“I saw that some were quickly destroyed, while others suffered
longer. They were punished according to the deeds done in the body.
Some were many days consuming, and just as long as there was a
portion of them unconsumed, all the sense of suffering remained.
Said the angel, ‘The worm of life shall not die; their fire shall not be
quenched as long as there is the least particle for it to prey upon.’
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“Satan and his angels suffered long. Satan bore not only the
weight and punishment of his own sins, but also of the sins of the
redeemed host, which had been placed upon him; and he must al-
so suffer for the ruin of souls which he had caused. Then I saw that
Satan and all the wicked host were consumed, and the justice of
God was satisfied; and all the angelic host, and all the redeemed
saints, with a loud voice said, ‘Amen! ’ ” Early Writings, 294, 295.

The question immediately arises as to how the wicked could suf-
fer exactly according to their desserts unless some intelligence cal-
culates the measure of their individual punishments and so con-
trols events that they will be kept alive until the full punishment
has been exacted. On the surface, this would seem to be impossi-
ble. Therefore it is considered that God, being the only one with the
power to either estimate the deserved chastisement or to control
its administration, must surely be the one who executes the sin-
ners in the end.

Anyone who understands and accepts the principles laid down so
far, will recognize that there must be another answer. Perhaps it
has not yet been revealed. This does not drive us to the conclusion
that inasmuch as the real answer is wanting, we have to accept an-
other. One thing must be very clear. It is that God does not execute
the sinner, now, or in the past, or ever. It is sin which does that.

To understand how sin can do this and selectively punish one
more than another, requires knowledge of laws which as yet are be-
yond our ken. One thing we do know however, is that the more sin-
ful a person is, the more desperately he struggles to live in the face
of death. The true child of God does not fight the Grim Reaper. He
knows his time has come and that his life is safe in the hands of
God. But not so with the rebel against God’s laws and government.
He resists with all the power of his soul, and is able to prolong his
life beyond its natural span.

No one has been so great a sinner as Satan, and no one will fight
the inroads of death with greater determination than he. Thus he
will prolong his life far beyond that point where he would have died
if he had resigned himself to his fate. In so doing he will extend his
suffering until he has suffered for all the sins he has committed and
caused others to commit.

Finally it will be all over and the “. . . fire which had consumed
the wicked,” will burn “up the rubbish and” purify “the earth.” Ear-
ly Writings, 295.
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The deadly experiment will be ended and it will be demonstrat-
ed eternally that through it all, God did not change. When sin en-
tered it changed angels, men, the animals, and the operations of
nature, but it did not change God. Nothing was introduced into His
ways after the coming of sin which was not there before. He never
destroyed before sin entered, never executed, never punished, and
never forced. The entry of sin did not cause Him to begin doing any
of these things in order to solve the problems sin imposed upon
Him.

Satan and evil angels did their utmost to provoke Him to anger
and arise to sweep away the rebellious inhabitants of the earth, but
He would not be provoked, angered, insulted, or hurt. He emerges
from the whole miserable test as immaculate as He entered it. Sa-
tan has not been able to sustain a single point against Him, and it
is shown that the way of the cross—the power of self-sacrificing
love, which serves, no matter what the cost to the server—is strong-
er than all the ways of force combined.
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In Conclusion

This book is not the last word on the character of God. No book
written could ever be, either in this life or in the coming immortal
era, for the knowledge of God, which is life eternal, will be unfold-
ing without respite throughout eternity. God is infinite. There is no
edge, no limit, no point where it can be said that there is no more.
God has no beginning and He has no ending, not only in time but
also in space.

The redeemed will spend the coming eternity studying into the
wonderful depths, breadths, and heights of the character of the In-
finite. The mental, physical, and spiritual energies and attendant
capacities of these people will far surpass the capabilities of earth-
bound students by at least twenty to one. In the original creation,
Adam and his wife possessed twenty times the electrical energy
possessed by us today.

“God endowed man with so great vital force that he has with-
stood the accumulation of disease brought upon the race in conse-
quence of perverted habits, and has continued for six thousand
years. This fact of itself is enough to evidence to us the strength
and electrical energy that God gave to man at his creation. It took
more than two thousand years of crime and indulgence of base pas-
sions to bring bodily disease upon the race to any great extent. If
Adam, at his creation, had not been endowed with twenty times as
much vital force as men now have, the race, with their present hab-
its of living in violation of natural law, would have become extinct.”
Testimonies 3:138, 139.

In eternity, eager students will possess at least twenty times the
vital energy possessed today and will be under the direct tutelage
of Christ. It would be impossible to conceive of the enormous
amount of light gathered by such in the first million years, for in-
stance, of their celestial sojourn. That, in turn, will be but the be-
ginning of what will be learned as successive millions of years roll
by devoted to the continued contemplation of God’s character of
love. In comparison with that, what a microscopic fragment of the
knowledge of God is contained in this book. It is but cradle roll lev-
el at best. It is nothing more than a start, albeit, a very necessary
and vital one.

It is important that this be realized by the hungry seeker after
God, for thereby he will be encouraged to press on, ever reaching
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for the richer and more beautiful revelations of God yet to come. He
will be impressed to immerse himself in the contemplation of the
life of Jesus Christ, the complete and perfect revelation of the In-
finite One. Every contact with the throbbing, spiritual vitality of
that life, with its marvelous consistency, tenderness, saving power,
and a thousand other blessed qualities, will motivate to even more
intense thirsting to know and experience its elevating power. The
things of this world will wane in interest and value until they have
no drawing influence left.

The benefit to be gained is not limited to acquiring information.
Vital and basic as this is, it is but the doorway to a character de-
velopment such as no other factor can produce. There is no possi-
bility of coming in contact with God without being dramatically
changed in nature. Consciously and unconsciously, the patterns of
behavior, the attitudes, the spirit, the motivation, the work, and ev-
ery aspect of the life will be purified, ennobled, sanctified, vitalized,
prolonged, and enriched. Contributions of loving, self-sacrificing
service will be rendered which will initiate streams of blessing, the
radiating influence of which will penetrate beyond the confines of
this life into the eternity beyond. Neither men nor angels can reach
to a higher attainment than to know God.

“Thus says the Lord: ‘Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
let not the mighty man glory in his might, nor let the rich man glo-
ry in his riches;

“ ‘But let him who glories glory in this, that he understands and
knows Me, that I am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, judg-
ment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight,’ says
the Lord.” Jeremiah 9:23, 24.

Nebuchadnezzar ruled the world and gloried in the power by
which he did it. Other men have been unbelievably rich, possess-
ing treasures, lands, and money beyond computation. This is their
glory and honor, but all the power in which a man could ever find
his boasted satisfaction, all the wealth, charging him with glowing
pride, that this world could ever give, can never compare to the
riches contained in knowing God. Search for this treasure. Dig
deeply, earnestly, relentlessly, until the golden veins are opened
wide and the greatest riches in the universe become your posses-
sion. Here is true value, which, if possessed, will bring all other
treasures in its train. Those who have it are rich; the remainder
are impoverished. This is a treasure available to all.
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But, while on one hand, the searching out of God’s character is
urged, on the other a warning must be sounded against certain
dangers inherent in such a quest. There are a number of different
ways in which study of the Scriptures can be undertaken, but on-
ly one of them is correct. Unless this method is understood and
carefully adhered to, then the more time that is spent with the
Word of God, the further the student will be from the real truth.
Therefore, it would be better to do no study at all, than to conduct
it along incorrect lines of interpretation.

This book purposes to set the learner on the right track; to clear
away the tragic misconceptions of God which Satan has foisted on
the human family to its hurt; to open to view God as He really is,
and thus introduce the blessings which are awaiting those who dig
deeply into the mines of truth.

It is stressed that this is only an introduction to the subject. Not
all has been written which might have been. During its production,
the temptation to write more had to be continually resisted lest the
book become disproportionately large. Volumes could be written on
the role of the cross as the revelation of our Heavenly Father’s char-
acter. Still more could and should be written on the life and teach-
ings of Christ, demonstrating the perfection of each word and act
as the manifestation of the Omnipotent One. As time goes by, no
doubt other volumes will follow this one, taking up these precious
themes.

No attempt has been made to examine every incident in the Bi-
ble where God has been involved in one way or another. There is
no necessity to do so. Once the application of divine principles has
been applied to typical cases, anyone who has thoroughly grasped
them will have no difficulty in solving most problems. There will
always be one or two which defy solution, the simple reason being
that God will never remove the opportunity for doubt, for to do so
would take away the right of choice. He desires our spiritual edu-
cation to come to the place where we will learn to trust Him in the
unknown on the basis of what we have learned in the known.

Learn to expect that seeming contradictions will manifest them-
selves as the study progresses. The solution of one problem only
exposes another. This is a normal development. Some claim that
they have never found anything in the Bible which sounded con-
tradictory, but this only admits that they have never really stud-
ied it. No one who has dug deeply, has failed to be confronted with
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what appeared to be insoluble problems. But, if aware that this is
normal rather than abnormal, and, if faith has attended his re-
search, he will rest in the comfort of knowing that there are no re-
al contradictions in God’s Word, but only beautiful harmonies,
even if they are not seen as such at the moment.

Train the mind not to think of God as if He were a man. Glaring-
ly evident in every false concept of God’s character, is the disposi-
tion to see God operating on the same procedures as men. There is
no greater stumbling-block than this in the way of a correct com-
prehension of God. It must firstly be recognized as such, after
which it will take protracted effort in retraining the thinking to au-
tomatically recognize that God works along lines that are opposite
from man’s way of working.

As a gift to every creature, there is nothing which God desires
more, than for them to have the knowledge of His character of
righteousness.

When consideration is given to the magnitude of the task of un-
derstanding the Infinite, discouragement might well possess the
soul. But, be assured that there is nothing God is more anxious to
supply than this knowledge, not only as a store of precious infor-
mation, but, more importantly, as a personal experience. He longs
that the same character which is in Him be also in every one of His
creatures, for, only then is it possible for all to enter into the bless-
ed fellowship which makes heaven to be heaven.

Therefore, the blessed assurance is to accompany the spiritual
wayfarer every moment, that the full resources of heaven are de-
voted to unfolding these things to the eager mind. With pitying ten-
derness, God stoops low to unveil these mysteries to our dull hu-
man senses and is grieved when we learn so little so slowly. Before
those who will press forward with unabated determination, are
possibilities beyond the outreach of our imaginations and aspira-
tions. Higher and still higher, the Lord will personally elevate the
mind until it is overwhelmed with the revelation of divine things.
Sweeter and sweeter will be the love implanted within the heart,
more and more intense the spirit of self-sacrificing service, and
more exalted and profound the response of praise and joy. Earthly
things will appear in their true light, with luster dimmed and at-
tractiveness gone. Sin will no longer masquerade in garments of
light, but will be exposed for what it is—a hideous, deceptive, and
unwanted perversion of all things good and true. There will be no
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more glorying in power and riches but in the possession of the
knowledge of God, the greatest power and riches of all.

When God has a people upon this earth equipped with this, then
He will have the instrumentalities whereby He will move the
world. It is for this reason that the loud cry under the power of the
latter rain cannot come until such qualifications are possessed by
a living church. God desires to dispense to that church the very best
gifts heaven can bestow, that its members, in turn, may render the
finest saving service possible to the desperately needy and perish-
ing millions of earth’s population.

God’s people have long professed to desire nothing more than the
outpouring of the latter rain whereby the work can be finished and
the way prepared for Christ’s return. To such, then, comes the chal-
lenge of the truth that this can never be accomplished until the
knowledge of God’s character firstly fills them and subsequently,
lightens the whole earth with its glory. It is the failure of God’s
church to know by text and by experience the truth of His charac-
ter, which is retarding the finishing of God’s work in the earth to-
day. While His children enjoy the comforts of this life, making lit-
tle real effort to penetrate the mysteries of infinite love which have
been revealed and are for them to understand, sin continues to
trample the oppressed on its missions of death and destruction.

Men of God, it is time to arise to the full stature of God’s plan, to
measure up to the exacting demands of this climactic hour. God of-
fers the equipment. It is for each to accept and use it. For six thou-
sand years now, our loving Heavenly Father has been earnestly en-
treating His people to learn of Him that they might embark on their
appointed mission and the earth be delivered from its oppression.

The question before this generation is whether they will respond
by advancing to a full commitment, or will they, having made a good
beginning, fall short as have all the other movements which have
gone before.

It is a question to be faced and answered by each.
If this volume achieves nothing more than to alert enough peo-

ple to the realization of these issues and stir them to a profound
and total consecration of every faculty and power to the devoted
study and experience of the character of God, then its writing will
have been worthwhile.
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